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2018 Graduation Program  
 
 

 
 
 
 

              
 
 

 
Beginning in the 2018/2019 school year, BC will begin a new graduation program to be implemented  

for students at the grade 10 level.  This new 2018 Graduation Program will continue to require all  
students to successfully complete 80 credits in grades 10, 11, and 12, and write two provincial 

assessments: a Literacy and a Numeracy assessment.  For more information on these assessments,  
please visit the school website at www.rss.sd23.bc.ca.    

 
The new 2018 Graduation Program and the redesigned curriculum has an emphasis on “the kinds of skills 

that build better students and better citizens” (http://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/graduation) by  
developing students’ Thinking, Communicating, and Personal and Social Identity Competencies,  

while continuing to focus on the essential literacy and numeracy skills.     
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INTRODUCTION:  Rutland Senior Secondary 

The purpose of this guide is to provide students and parents with information about courses and programs available at Rutland Senior Secondary 
School. Every effort will be made through this handbook to provide the required information for course selection. It must be emphasized that the 
final responsibility for course selection remains with each student and his/her parents. Please read this guide carefully. For further information, 
please contact a school counsellor at Rutland Senior Secondary (250-870-5110). 
 
PRINCIPAL: Mr. Hugh Alexander 
 
VICE PRINCIPALS: Mr. Cliff Schwartz (Last Names A-H) 
 Mr. Darryl Smith (Last Names I-Q)  
 Ms. Sarah Watson (Last Names R-Z) 
 
CLERICAL (Central Office): Ms. Gisele Jepson (Head Secretary) 
 Ms. Brittany Tateyama (Reception/Attendance) 
 Ms. Marcia Rudolph (Reception/Attendance) 
 Ms. Wendy Kennedy (Accounts) 
 Ms. Kirsten Bonn (MyEd/Student Records) 
 Ms. Pam Neid (MyEd/Student Records) 
    
COUNSELLORS: Ms. Dana Patterson  (Last Names A-H)  
 Mr. Roger Bridges (Last Names I-Q) 
 Ms. Hope Voykin (Last Names R-Z) 
CAREER PROGRAMS  
APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM/ 
B.C.I.T. LIAISON: Mr. Josh Dorf 
 
CLERICAL (Career Centre): Ms. Lisa Marshall & Ms. Holly Walter 
 
LEARNING ASSISTANCE Ms. Tracy Schuler  
  
ELL: Ms. Michele Ginnell &  Ms. Elizabeth Baerg 
 
FIRST NATIONS TEACHERS: Ms. Stacey Mee & Mr. Trevor Heard 
  
FORESTRY PROGRAM: Mr. Al Kolkind & Mr. Dustin Herbison 
 
PRE-EMPLOYMENT: Mr. Russ Medland 
 
RESOURCE TEACHERS: Ms. Jan Arneson, Ms. Laurie Campbell & Ms. Susan Schmalz 
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SCHOOL YEAR 
The school year at RSS is organized on a semester system. Semester 1 
runs from September to January and Semester 2 runs from February to 
June. There are a small number of linear (full year) classes offered. 
 
SCHOOL DAY 
Students will be registered in four (4) courses each semester (20 weeks). 
Two classes will be scheduled each day. The morning class runs from 
9:00 to 11:45 and the afternoon class runs from 12:29 to 3:15. 
 
PARENTS 
Parents are encouraged to contact teachers, counsellors, or 
administrators if they have concerns about their child's progress at 
school. We will make every effort to keep you informed. Our website is 
updated regularly to keep students and parents informed of happenings 
at and around the school. Parents are encouraged to attend the parent-
student-teacher conferences scheduled throughout the year. Please refer 
to our school calendar, which is available live on our website. If you do 
not have access to internet, please contact the school for a paper 
calendar containing the same information. For more information, feel 
free to visit the school or phone us at 250-870-5110. 
 
REPORTING AND GRADING 
Reports will be issued at the midpoint and the end of each semester. 
Attendance will be reported at the same time.  Interim Reports will be 
issued between regular report cards.  For specific dates, again please 
consult our school calendar. Marks are based on classroom work, 
assignments, tests and exams.  Each classroom teacher will outline 
grading procedures. Parents are encouraged to schedule conferences 
with teachers, counsellors or administrators at their convenience.  
 
ATTENDANCE 
At Rutland Senior Secondary School we believe the essence of our 
educational programs occur in classrooms with skilled teachers. 
Explanations, clarifications, discussions, opportunities for feedback, and 
group tasks are invaluable components of an effective learning 
environment. Students who miss school are generally at greater risk of 
reduced academic performance.  Our goal is to: 
1. increase student success by promoting regular attendance, and 

2. help students develop responsibility in preparation for attendance 
expectations in their future careers. 

Students absent from school must submit a note explaining the absence 
to the school office. The note must contain: 
 date(s) during which the absence(s) occurred, 
 clear explanation of the reason for the absence, 
 name of the student who was absent, and 
 signature of parent/guardian, with contact number in case follow-up 

is required. 
If a student is going to be absent for a period of 5 days or more, a 
parent/guardian may contact the school by telephone and make 
arrangements with your student’s teachers to pick up homework. 
Students missing more than 10 days of school will be referred for 
hospital/homebound services which require a doctor's signature. 
 
PROJECT FEES, SCHOOL FEES AND FIELD TRIP CHARGES 
Courses at RSS are offered free of charge to our students.  When students 
choose optional projects, programs, or fieldtrips, they will be charged 
for additional costs.  If you require information on charges or fees, 
please contact the school principal.  
 
COUNSELLING SERVICES 
Counselling can be set up either by appointment or on a "drop in" basis. 
Counselors have four main objectives: 
 To assist students deal with specific needs and/or concerns which 

may be affecting academic performance and/or school relationships 
 To encourage communication between the counselling staff and 

parents, teachers and community agencies 
 To provide students and parents with information regarding 

vocational trades, training programs, post-secondary education and 
bursaries/scholarships related to both 

 In conjunction with Career Programs Staff continue to assist students 
with career awareness, career exploration and career preparation 

School Organization 
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STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES 
Main Office (Front Desk) 
A staff member is on hand throughout the day to assist students and 
direct them to the appropriate staff member and/or service. 
 
School Based Team 
Referral by staff 
Most of the support programs available to students are accessed through 
the School Based Team. Members of this team include representatives 
from each of the available programs, counsellors, and a representative 
from administration. Each situation dictates which members of the 
school based team are required to collaborate to make a decision. 
Generally the more complex the issue the larger the number of team 
members involved in the decision-making and planning process. Because 
of the graduation implications of placing a student on an Individualized 
Education Plan, accurate assessments, careful case review, expanded 
collaboration, and parent involvement are important components of 
this decision. 
 
Behaviour Support 
Referral Required 
District Designation Required 
Teachers specially trained to support students with moderate to 
intensive behavioural needs are available to staff and students.  Their 
primary role is to make sure designated students have a specific plan in 
place to address their behavioural needs.  Determining which students 
qualify for this support is based upon intensity, frequency, and/or 
duration of problematic behaviours. 
 
Learning Center/Learning Assistance 
Referral Required 
The Learning Center provides a drop-in-based alternate learning setting 
for students experiencing a variety of learning issues.  These issues may 
include one or more of the following: 
 classroom anxiety 
 poor concentration  
 falling significantly behind peers in foundational course(s), 
 learning problems not specifically identified as a learning disability, 

and 

 performance issues related to low self-esteem 
 test writing 
 extra academic support 
 
The learning assistance program is designed to support students who 
need additional support.  Learning Assistance Teachers are available to: 
 oversee appropriate student identification procedures, 
 provide curriculum-based assessments, 
 assist in the development of Individualized Education Plans, 
 consult on strategies and adaptations for student success, 
 provide information and access to adapted curriculum materials, 
 provide specific one to one support for identified students, and 
 ensure adjudication requirements for provincial exams are met. 
 
Aboriginal Support Services 
Appropriate Criteria Met 
This program is available to students with aboriginal roots (this includes 
both First Nations and Métis status).  It is designed to support designated 
students to stay in school and achieve graduation status.  Tutors in core 
subject areas are available to students along with advocates who assist 
with personal, educational, and cultural needs unique to this group of 
students. 
 
English Language Learning 
Appropriate Criteria Met 
English language support is available to students for whom English is not 
the first language.  Support will be available to assist students and staff in 
making adaptations to their program, in class or by pull-out, or to assist 
students in achieving graduation requirements.  Support available 
includes ELL 10, ELL 11, ELL 12, ELL Support and ELL Drop-in.  
 

School Organization 



 

 page 8  

Pre-Employment Program 
Referral Required 
This program was established for students will low academic ability who 
are interested in developing job-related skills and experience.  All 
students entering this program must be at least 15 years old and go 
through a specific screening process to determine suitability for the 
program.  Generally, once students enter this program, they will remain 
in it throughout their high school years.  All students in the program are 
on a Modified IEP which involves course work in math, science, socials, 
and English geared to their appropriate performance level.  This course 
work is coupled with job placements within the community.  Since 
students rotate weekly between work and school, they do all their 
school work in an alternate classroom setting.  Students completing the 
program obtain an Evergreen Completion Certificate.  They participate 
in all graduation activities, but do not qualify for a BC Graduation 
Diploma. 
 
Objectives for Pre-Employment/Work Experience 
 To equip students with useful skills and knowledge for early entry 

into the community of work 
 To provide the opportunity for occupational exploration by utilizing 

community resources 
 To help students identify the interests and aptitudes related to 

various occupations 
 To enable students to see the practical application of academic 

subjects taught in school 
 To develop communication and cooperation between the school 

and the community 
 To provide work experience in a wide range of job situations so that 

students will have a better idea of what they can do and what they 
would like to do 

 
Special Education Support 
Referral Required 
District Designation Required 
At Rutland Senior Secondary School we are fortunate to have one of the 
best resource programs in the district.  Three specially trained teachers 
along with the largest number of Certified Educational Assistants in the 
district, provide support for our students with special education 

designations.  Students qualifying for this have designations such as 
physically dependent, an intellectual disability, a physical disability, 
chronic health impairment or autism spectrum disorder.  Resource 
components of the student program include: 
 Cutter’s Edge which provides a work environment for our students.    
 assisting in the operation of our school store  
 helping in the preparation of nutritious meals for the school lunch 

program 
 life skills and community outings 
 
District Support Services 
Referral Required 
School District No. 23 provides a wide range of specialized support 
services for district schools.  At Rutland we have access to the following 
services: 
 
 School Psychologist 
 Reading Specialist 
 Behaviour Specialist 
 Teacher for the Hard of Hearing 
 Teacher for the Visually Impaired 
 Physical and Occupational Therapist 
 Speech-Language Pathologists 
 
Accessed through the School Based Team, these specialists are available 
to students when there is a need for specific assessments, assistance with 
identification, and collaborative services.   
 
Our objective at Rutland Senior Secondary is to do everything we can 
to keep students in school and to do whatever we can to provide the 
necessary supports so that this may occur.  If you would like additional 
information on our Support Services, please consult with one of our 
administrators, learning assistance teachers, or school counsellors. 

School Organization 
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English 

Crea ve Wri ng 
12 (elec ve) 
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English First Peoples 10 - Literary Studies and Oral Language 
English First Peoples (EFP) will combine aspects off the EFP Literary 
Studies and EFP Spoken Language curricula exploring First Peoples’ 
traditional and contemporary literature and oral texts in a variety of 
contexts, genres, and media. This course is grounded in the 
understanding of how texts are historically and culturally constructed, 
and how information is shared. Students will work individually and 
collaboratively to broaden their understanding of themselves and the 
world, within a supportive community and will utilize a variety of 
techniques for sharing their understanding. 
 
English First Peoples 10 - Literary Studies and New Media 10  
This course is designed for students who are interested in studying First 
Peoples’ literature and examining the evolving role of technology in 
today’s society, especially the increasing importance of digital media in 
communicating and exchanging ideas and engaging in social advocacy. 
Students delve deeply into First Peoples’ oral and written literature in a 
range of media to explore various themes, authors, and topics. This 
provides a foundation for students to think critically and creatively as 
they continue to explore, extend, and strengthen their own writing and 
communication. Students examine the increasingly complex digital world 
and have opportunities to demonstrate understanding and communicate 
sophisticated ideas through a wide variety of digital and print media. 
 
Composition and Literary Studies 10 – The Message Within  
In The Message Within students will become literary detectives as they 
seek out themes and hidden messages within a variety of literary 
works.  Students will develop formal and creative writing skills by 
responding to texts and creating original compositions.  
 

 
Composition and Spoken Language 10 – The Power of Voice  
When used correctly, a person’s voice can be a powerful tool used both 
for entertainment and education.  In The Power of Voice students  will 
analyze, create, and present both performance and professional  forms 
of spoken communication.  An emphasis will be placed on students 
developing their own use of voice by publically presenting both 
published and original compositions. 
 
Composition Literary Studies 10 –Diversity  
This course is intended to expose students to a variety of voices in 
literature, helping them to understand the various perspectives and 
experiences that people bring to any given topic. The course will focus 
on classical and contemporary literature including short fiction, novel 
studies and dramatic plays.  
 
Composition and Literary Studies 10 – Science Fiction 
This course will focus on reading and analyzing the science fiction genre. 
Students will focus on analyzing and interpreting novels, short stories, 
and films to come to a deeper understanding of the themes and 
messages in the science fiction genre, and how the stories are relevant to 
today's society and culture. If you enjoy Star Wars, Star Trek, Phillip K. 
Dick, etc., then this is the class for you. Classroom evaluation will be 
based on writing, analyses, interpretations, and creative representations 
of learning. 
 
Composition and New Media 10 – Crime and Media 
Why are crime stories so fascinating? Why are good mysteries so 
impossible to put down? In this course students will explore the way 
creators use mystery and suspense to draw the reader/viewer/listener 
into the story. Students will look at crime and detective fiction, in both 
print and film, which may include a look into the works of Edgar Allan 
Poe, Arthur Conan Doyle, and Agatha Christie. Students will also 
explore how and why the recent true crime narrative has exploded in 
popularity, using podcasts, documentaries, and film as our guides. This 
course will also continue to support students in the development of 
coherent and purposeful written compositions, including: narrative, 
expository, descriptive, persuasive, and opinion written pieces. 

English 10 Course Options 

ENGLISH 10 COURSE OPTIONS 
Credits:  4 

Prerequisite:  EN 9 
All Grade 10 students must take ONE English 10 Course. 

Select ONE of the following options below. 
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Composition and Oral Language 10 – Poetry and Hip Hop 
This course will focus on listening to, analyzing, writing, and performing 
both poetry and hip hop. Throughout this course students will gain a 
new understanding of poetry and hip hop, through analyzing the words 
and message that are portrayed in both mediums. Students will learn 
how to use poetic devices to enhance their writing, and how to use their 
words in a powerful and meaningful way. Students will learn how to be 
an effective orator by watching and analyzing poets and hip hop 
performers, and by practicing their oral communication skills in class. 
Students will produce written analysis and oral analysis, create their own 
poetry, and perform their work in front of an audience. 
   
Composition and New Media 10 – Social Justice 
Through the lens of social justice, students will reflect on the changing 
role of technology in today’s society and the increasing importance of 
digital media in communicating and exchanging ideas. Students will learn 
to blog, vlog, and use media platforms as a way to amplify their voice, 
and to shed light on social justice issues in our community, country, and 
around the world. 
 
Composition and Literary Studies 10 -Theatre  
This course is intended for students interested in a survey of drama. 
Students will start with an exploration of Greek tragedies and comedies 
before progressing into the realm of Shakespeare, and finishing with an 
examination of 20th century theatre productions, with focus on societal 
commentary through dramatic works. Please be advised that some of 
these works will deal with adult themes and that there will be additional 
fees and some evening/weekend commitments as we will be attending 
some local theatre productions. 
 
Composition and Literary Studies 10 - Non-fiction  
This course is intended for students who wish to work with non-fiction 
texts and will focus on modern societal implications of events, research, 
and theory as themes for the exploration of these texts. This course is for 
students who wish to use various expository writing styles to respond to 
ideas and will help students learn to identify bias in writing and in 
themselves. Text styles to be read will include newspapers, pop-culture 
magazines, academic journals, and books focused on specific topics. 
 
 

 
 

English 10 Course Options 

For students entering Grade 10 & 11, for the 
first time there are many different choices  

available to students to meet their Grade 10 
& 11 English requirements.  All course  

offerings are dependent upon the number of  
student participants so please choose wisely. 
It is advisable to have at least one alternative 

choice in case your first choice is not  
available. 
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English First Peoples 11 - Literary Studies and Oral Language 
English First Peoples (EFP) will combine aspects off the EFP Literary 
Studies and EFP Spoken Language curricula exploring First Peoples’ 
traditional and contemporary literature and oral texts in a variety of 
contexts, genres, and media. This course is grounded in the 
understanding of how texts are historically and culturally constructed, 
and how information is shared. Students will work individually and 
collaboratively to broaden their understanding of themselves and the 
world, within a supportive community and will utilize a variety of 
techniques for sharing their understanding. 
 
English First Peoples 11 - Literary Studies and New Media   
This course is designed for students who are interested in studying First 
Peoples’ literature and examining the evolving role of technology in 
today’s society, especially the increasing importance of digital media in 
communicating and exchanging ideas and engaging in social advocacy. 
Students delve deeply into First Peoples’ oral and written literature in a 
range of media to explore various themes, authors, and topics. This 
provides a foundation for students to think critically and creatively as 
they continue to explore, extend, and strengthen their own writing and 
communication. Students examine the increasingly complex digital world 
and have opportunities to demonstrate understanding and communicate 
sophisticated ideas through a wide variety of digital and print media 
 
Literary Studies 11 – Crime and Punishment 
In this course, students will explore the theme of crime and punishment 
in order to question criminals and acts worthy of punishment, the 
essential nature of mankind, personal and social morality, etc. Students 
will dissect and analyze both fiction and non-fiction pieces ranging from 
newspaper articles, court cases, short stories, novels and film 
documentaries. Students will play lawyer, judge and jury creating criteria 
to judge and evaluate crimes. Analysis will be based on readings and 

research and represented through formal and informal essay and creative 
writing, as well as class discussions, oral presentations and debates. 
 
Literary Studies 11 – Children's Literature 
Students will explore children’s literature from the simplest of pre-school 
texts to the booming young adult (YA) industry as they delve deep into 
the lessons within.  Students will continue to develop their formal 
writing by critically analyzing and responding to texts, while also 
expressing themselves creatively through a variety of original 
compositions. 
 
Literary Studies 11 – Mythology and Folklore 
This course is a study of major myths and folklore of various cultures 
from around the world and their contributions to the literary heritage of 
a particular place. Through analysis and study of major myths and 
folklore, students will explore meaning, culture and heritage, as well as 
traditions, beliefs, values and customs providing a deeper insight into the 
nature of human beings.  Student analysis will be based on readings and 
research and represented through formal and informal essay and creative 
writing, as well as class discussions, oral presentations and debates. 
 
Literary Studies 11 – Human Nature 
Human nature is not easy to define; however, by closely examining a 
variety of literary texts one can try. On a quest to uncover what is at the 
core of human nature, students will examine, create, and respond to 
classic and contemporary literary forms such as: short stories, drama, 
poetry/music, and novels. Formal and creative writing opportunities will 
be presented as students journey through the vastness that is humankind. 
 
Literary Studies 11 – Science Fiction 
This course will focus on reading and analyzing the science fiction genre. 
Students will focus on analyzing and interpreting novels, short stories, 
and films to come to a deeper understanding of the themes and 
messages in the science fiction genre, and how the stories are relevant to 
today's society and culture. If you enjoy Star Wars, Star Trek, Phillip K. 
Dick, etc., then this is the class for you. Classroom evaluation will be 
based on writing, analyses, interpretations, and creative representations 
of learning. This course will build on, and improve, the foundations and 
skills learned in English 10, and will prepare you for English 12. 

English 11 Course Options 

ENGLISH 11 COURSE OPTIONS 
Credits:  4 

Prerequisite:  EN 10 
All Grade 11 students must take ONE English 11 Course. 

Select ONE of the following options below. 
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Literary Studies 11 – History Through Fiction 
Do you like history? Do you ever wish you could go back in time? 
Historical fiction both enables us to understand and empathize with 
those who lived in the past but it also impacts and shapes our 
understanding of what happened. This course will look at historical 
fiction iand will investigate the relationship between history and story. 
 
Pre-AP Literary Studies and Composition 11 
This course is intended for students who wish to pursue AP English 
studies in their grade 12 year, and is designed to begin preparing 
students for academic studies at the college and university level. Students 
will be looking at a variety of texts, covering the period of the 16th 
century to modern day, developing an appreciation for the role that 
literature plays in understanding ourselves and others as humans, as well 
as developing an arsenal of reading strategies. Through analysis of 
language features, conventions, and strategies, students will develop 
their own writing skills and begin using these aspects of language to 
create both personal and analytical responses to literature, in a variety of 
forms, with an emphasis on the academic essay.   
 
Composition and Oral Language 11 – Poetry and Hip Hop 
This course will focus on listening to, analyzing, writing, and performing 
both poetry and hip hop. Students will gain a new understanding of 
poetry and hip hop, through analyzing the words and message that are 
portrayed in both mediums. Students will learn how to use poetic 
devices to enhance their writing, how to use their words in a powerful 
and meaningful way and how to be an effective orator by watching and 
analyzing poets and hip hop performers, and by practicing their oral 
communication skills in class. Students will produce written analysis and 
oral analysis, create their own poetry, and perform their work in front 
of an audience. 
 
Creative Writing 11 
This course is intended for students who wish to further develop and 
refine their writing skills for creative purposes. The course will follow a 
collaborative workshop model where students will study mentor texts in 
order to further understand and appreciate the use of various language 
structures, features, and conventions and then work together and 
support each other in the development of their own original, creative 
texts. There will be opportunities for students to focus their study on 
either short fiction and poetry, or creative non-fiction (such as blogs, 

reviews, articles, and reporting). Students will produce a portfolio of 
work that demonstrates their growth and refinement in the craft of 
writing and their creative observations of the world. Although intended 
to build upon learning in Composition and Creative Writing 10, students 
who have completed any English 10 are welcome to enroll. 
 
New Media 11 – Journalism and Publishing 
This course is for students with a keen interest in current events. Students 
may look at the changing roles and structures within news organizations, 
as well as the current risks, challenges, and opportunities associated with 
professional journalism. Students will contribute to the RSS online 
newspaper publication and they must be willing to write a variety of 
genres, take photographs, produce short videos, manipulate and 
produce graphics, learn basic layout techniques, and move towards 
mastery in other multi-media tools. This course may also explore the 
world of social media, focus on social justice, current trends, cutting 
edge technology, publishing online, distribution of information (i.e. 
marketing), archiving, cyber ethics, and digital footprint. 
 
New Media 11 – Social Justice/Film and Media 
Through the lens of social justice, students will reflect on the changing 
role of technology in today’s society and the increasing importance of 
film and digital media in communicating and exchanging ideas. Students 
will learn to blog, vlog, and use media platforms as a way to amplify 
their voice, and to shed light on social justice issues in our community, 
country, and around the world. Student voice and choice will decide the 
themes and questions for this course. This course will build on the 
foundational skills of English 10, while preparing students for English 12. 
 
Composition 11  
This course is designed for students who wish to grow their written 
communication skills through a workshop approach of studying the 
work of others, drafting, feedback, and revision. Students will work 
towards being able to write for a variety of situations and purposes and 
will ultimately produce a portfolio of work that demonstrates that 
increasing ability. With a plethora of information at our fingertips it is 
becoming increasingly difficult to determine what information is “fake” 
and what is trustworthy. In this course, students  will also investigate 
how to assess the credibility, quality, and reliability of sources and 
evidence and how to engage in conversation with others’ work. 

English 11 Course Options 
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ENGLISH 12 
Students will build upon those skills and abilities developed in previous 
English classes with a greater emphasis upon analytical skills and formal 
communication necessary for success in college or the workplace.  
English 12 is a required course for almost all areas of post-secondary 
study. 
*NOTE: This is a provincially examinable subject. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 12 
This course continues the emphasis on literacy and on practical skills for 
the work place.  
2018-2019 is the last year this course will be offered. 
*NOTE: This is a provincially examinable subject. Communications 12 
allows a student to graduate from high school, but it does not qualify 
that student to advance to university education without upgrading. 
 
ENGLISH 12 ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
Prerequisite: EN 11 (A or high B standing); or EN11H (Pre-AP); or teacher 
recommendation 
This course is designed as a first year college course and is intended for 
students who are interested in delving deeper into literary studies or 
wish to prepare for the rigour, critical thinking, and writing skills of 
college and university.  In this course, we will continue to be looking at 
a variety of texts, covering the period of the 16th century to modern 
day, gaining an appreciation for the role that literature plays in our lives. 
We will continue to develop reading and analysis strategies in order to 
think and write critically about text. Students who are successful in 
writing the AP exams may receive college credit. In addition to the AP 
exams, students will prepare for and write their English 12 provincial.  
*NOTE: This is a provincially examinable subject. 
 

English 12 First Peoples  
Credits: 4 
English 12 First Peoples is an academic alternative English 12 course that 
is based on the study of literature that represents authentic First Peoples 
voices.  Such text includes oral, visual, and film texts as well as written 
works.  The course is designed to appeal to students who are interested 
in gaining a background in First Peoples world views as well as an 
understanding of the interaction between First Peoples and European 
cultures.  It takes a thematic approach to First Peoples literature and 
addresses a variety of topics important to First Peoples.   
As an English 12 equivalent, English 12 First Peoples also focuses on the 
practice and improvement of students’ written and oral communication 
skills.  Furthermore, all English 12 First Peoples students are required to 
write the provincial examination which is worth 40% of their final 
grade. *NOTE: This is a provincially examinable subject. 

 
ENGLISH ELECTIVES: 
Creative Writing 12  
This course is designed for students who wish to delve deeper into the 
creative writing craft and grow as writers by developing a body of 
work.  Opportunities to write and publish in real-world contexts will be 
encouraged. Students will be able to specialize, if desired, in fiction and 
poetry, or creative non-fiction (such as blogs, reviews, articles, and 
journalism). The class will be structured on a workshop model where 
students will collaborate and support each other in the writing process. 
There will also be opportunities to investigate careers related to writing 
and story-telling.   
It does not replace English 11 or 12 as a graduation requirement.  
 

English 12 Course Options 

ENGLISH 12 COURSE OPTIONS 
Credits:  4 

Prerequisite:  EN 11 
All Grade 12 students must take ONE  

English 12 Course to graduate. 
Select ONE of the following options below. 
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Social Studies 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 10 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite:  SS 9 
Social Studies 10 will look at four major themes throughout that will focus on 
the time period from 1919 to present day in both Canada and the world. 
Firstly, looking at global and regional conflicts and their role in shaping the 
contemporary world. The course will also study how the development of 
political institutions is influenced by various factors and how world views 
lead to different perspectives and ideas in our own Canadian society. Lastly, 
the course will investigate historical and contemporary injustices that will 
challenge our thoughts of Canada as an inclusive and multicultural society. 
Social Studies 10 will use inquiry processes and skills that will teach students to 
gather, interpret and analyze information as well as be able to communicate 
those findings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 11: BC First Peoples  
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite:   SS 10 
In BC First Peoples 11, students will learn how the identities, worldviews, and 
language of BC First Peoples are renewed, sustained, and transformed 
through their connection to the land. Further how the impact of contact and 
colonialism continues to affect the political, social, and economic lives of BC 
First Peoples. Students will learn how cultural expressions convey the richness, 
diversity, and resiliency of BC First Peoples. Moreover, through self-
governance, leadership, and self-determination, BC First Peoples challenge 
and resist Canada's ongoing colonialism. The course will be a combination of 
both academic and practical activities. The course will cover the following: 
 traditional territories of the BC First Nations and the relationships with 

the land 
 global agricultural practices 
 industrialization, trade, and natural resource demands 
 increased urbanization and influences on societies and environments 
 relationships between natural resources and patterns of population 

settlement and economic development 
 political organization of geographic regions 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 11: World History 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite:  SS 10 
History 12 can be described broadly as the history of the world affairs in the 
20th century.  It concentrates on the years between 1919 and 1991, with the 
emphasis on the west and it’s relation to world affairs.  In order to expand 
student’s historical awareness of Global affairs in the 20th and 21stcentury, the 
curriculum also incorporates a global perspective where appropriate.  The 
learning outcomes are: The study of history, Conflict and Challenge: the 
world of 1919, Promise and Collapse 1919-1933, Turmoil and Tragedy 1945-
1963, and Progress and Uncertainty 1963-1991.  The scope of the curriculum is 
sufficiently broad to allow students to see the development of major trends 
in the 20th century, while maintaining a perspective that is relevant to 
students as future citizens of Canada.  They will be expected to critically 
analyze detailed primary and secondary source information and present their 
findings in well-developed essays and video essays.  Classroom evaluation 
will be based on unit tests, daily work and assignments. 
 

Social Studies 10 Course Options Social Studies 11 Course Options 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 11: Political Studies 
Credits:  4  
Prerequisite:  SS 10  
Political Studies 11 will focus on the inner workings of Canada's political 
system. Students will develop an understanding how political decisions 
are made and are critical to being an informed and engaged citizen. 
Students will learn how political institutions and ideology shape both the 
exercise of power and the nature of political outcomes. Further, students 
will learn how decision making in a democratic system of government is 
shaped by the unequal distribution of political and social power. Finally, 
the students will discuss how international political agreements require 
compromises between countries with a wide range of values and 
priorities. Areas of studies will include the following: 
 structure and function of Canadian and First Peoples political 

institutions 
 major ideologies and political systems 
 election processes and electoral systems 
 role of mass media in democratic societies 
 power relationships between citizens, government, and other bodies 

in the creation of public policy 
 scope and characteristics of the international system 
 issues in local, regional, or national politics in Canada 
 issues in global politics, such as security, conflict management, 

development, and sustainability 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 11: Comparative Cultures 
Credits:  4  
Prerequisite:  SS 10 
Comparative Civilizations is a course designed to give students an 
understanding of past civilizations. We will start with Homo Sapiens and 
human origins, then move to the ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia: 
Sumer, Akkad, Babylon, Assyria, Chaldea. Then we look at Ancient 
Egypt, Phoenicia, Greece, Persia, Carthage and Rome. We also learn 
about the Vikings, the Aztecs, the Maya and the Inca, as well as about 
the Byzantine Empire, the Middle Ages, the Crusades, the rise of 
Christianity and Islam, the invasions of the Visigoths, the Huns and the 
Mongols, and the Renaissance. We will examine the mythologies and 
religions of the various cultures, the greatest battles, and famous persons 

such as Leonidas of Sparta, Xerxes of Persia, Julius Caesar, Cleopatra, 
Hannibal, Hernan Cortes, Montezuma, Attila the Hun, Genghis Khan 
and many others. We will examine these civilizations and peoples 
through their writings, such as the Tale of Troy and the Epic of 
Gilgamesh, and through their art, including paintings, theater and even 
opera. This course is recommended for students who are interested in 
history, art, mythology, religion and warfare, as seen through different 
cultures and civilizations. Areas covered: 
 definitions of culture and how these have changed over time 
 elements of culture and cultural expressions 
 conflict and conflict resolution within and between cultures 
 systems of power, authority, and governance 
 role of value systems and belief systems in the development of 

cultures 
 interactions and exchanges between cultures 
 interactions between cultures and the natural environment 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 11: Human Geography 11  
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite:  SS 10 
In Human Geography 11, students will be analyzing data from a variety 
of sources which will allow us to better understand our globally 
connected world. The students will learn: that through demographic 
patterns and population distribution, human geography is influenced by 
physical features and natural resources; that human activities alter 
landscapes in a variety of ways; and that a geographic region can 
encompass a variety of physical features and/or human interactions. 
Some areas of investigation the students will cover: 
 demographic patterns of growth, decline, and movement 
 relationships between cultural traits, the use of physical space, and 

impacts on the environment, including First Peoples cultures 
 global agricultural practices 
 industrialization, trade, and natural resource demands 
 increased urbanization and influences on societies and environments 
 relationships between natural resources and patterns of population 

settlement and economic development 
 political organization of geographic regions  

Social Studies 11 Course Options 
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BC FIRST PEOPLES 12 
Credits:  4  
Prerequisite:  SS 10 
BC First Nations Studies 12 focusses on the diversity, depth, and integrity of the 
cultures of British Columbia’s Aboriginal peoples. In emphasizing the languages, 
cultures, and history of First Nations peoples, the course addresses an important 
part of the history of British Columbia. Designed to introduce authentic 
Aboriginal content into the senior secondary curriculum with the support of 
Aboriginal peoples, the course provides an opportunity for BC students to 
acquire knowledge and understanding of the traditions, history, and present 
realities of BC Aboriginal peoples, as well as a chance to consider future 
challenges and opportunities  
 
POLITICAL STUDIES 12 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite:  SS 10 
Political Studies 12 will be a continuation into the exploration of political systems 
around the globe and an examination of current events and issues that arise. The 
majority of this course will be focused on international relations and conflicts in 
our world, with an emphasis placed on the development of solutions to real 
world problems we face today. A major component of the course will be 
discussions and collaboration around the topics in order to formulate opinions 
and articulate them to others. The course will be influenced by the interests of 
the students and relevant topics that occur during the semester.  Areas of study 
will include the following: 
 Power relationships between citizens and government in the creation of 

policy the relations in an international system 
 Issues in global politics: security, conflict, development, and sustainability 
 Conflicts in a global setting and their effects on economies, relations, and 

citizens 
 Humanitarian rights and issues 
 Alliances and treaties that can influence political standing in the world 
 
COMPARATIVE CIVILIZATIONS 12 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite:  None 
Comparative Civilizations 12 is a course designed to give 
students an understanding of past civilizations. We will start with Homo Sapiens 
and human origins, then move to the ancient civilizations 
of Mesopotamia: Sumer, Akkad, Babylon, Assyria, Chaldea. Then we look at 
Ancient Egypt, Phoenicia, Greece, Persia, Carthage and Rome. We also learn 

about the Vikings, the Aztecs, the Maya and the Inca, as well as about the 
Byzantine Empire, the Middle Ages, the Crusades, the rise of Christianity and 
Islam, the invasions of the Visigoths, the Huns and the Mongols, and the 
Renaissance. We will examine the mythologies and religions of the various 
cultures, the greatest battles, and famous persons such as Leonidas of 
Sparta, Xerxes of Persia, Julius Caesar, Cleopatra, Hannibal, Hernan Cortes, 
Montezuma, Attila the Hun, Genghis Khan and many others. We will examine 
these civilizations and peoples through their writings, such as the Tale of Troy 
and the Epic of Gilgamesh, and through their art, including paintings, theater 
and even opera. 
This course is recommended for students who are interested in history, art, 
mythology, religion and warfare, as seen through different cultures and 
civilizations. 
 
HISTORY 12 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite:  SS 11 
History 12 can be described broadly as the history of the world affairs in the 20th 
century.  It concentrates on the years between 1919 and 1991, with the emphasis 
on the west and it’s relation to world affairs.  In order to expand student’s 
historical awareness of Global affairs in the 20th and 21stcentury, the curriculum 
also incorporates a global perspective where appropriate.  The learning 
outcomes are: The study of history, Conflict and Challenge: the world of 1919, 
Promise and Collapse 1919-1933, Turmoil and Tragedy 1945-1963, and Progress 
and Uncertainty 1963-1991.  The scope of the curriculum is sufficiently broad to 
allow students to see the development of major trends in the 20th century, while 
maintaining a perspective that is relevant to students as future citizens of 
Canada.  They will be expected to critically analyze detailed primary and 
secondary source information and present their findings in well-developed essays 
and video essays.  Classroom evaluation will be based on unit tests, daily work 
and assignments.  
 
LAW 12 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite:  SS 11 
This course explores several areas of Law and will provide students with practical 
knowledge of their legal rights and responsibilities.  Topics include the Origins of 
Law, Criminal Law, Negligence Law, Rights and Freedoms, Family Law and 
Contracts.  A field trip to the law courts along with community speakers such as 
lawyers and RCMP help create an awareness of possible careers in a legal field. 
Evaluation will be based on tests, assignments and a final exam. 

Social Studies 12 Course Options/Electives 
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PSYCHOLOGY 11 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course is an introductory survey course in psychology.  Psychology 
11 will investigate some or all of the following topics: 
 Communication skills 
 Schools of Psychology (understanding psychology and psychological 

methods) 
 The Brain and the Nervous System 
 Perception, Learning, Thinking and Intelligence and Memory 
 Motivation and Emotion 
 Personality 
 Psychological Disorders 
 Psychotherapies 
 Social interaction - attitudes and values 
 Stress and coping skills 

 
PSYCHOLOGY 12 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: PSY 11 
This program is for students who are interested in exploring the teaching 
profession as a possible career.  Topics will include:  What makes a good 
teacher? Learning/Teaching Styles, Developing a Positive Atmosphere, 
Teaching Strategies, Interpersonal/Communication Skills, Group 
Dynamics and the Psychology of Child Development.  Students will also 
experience job shadowing at primary and intermediate schools.  Finally, 
students will be expected to plan, present and evaluate their own lesson. 
 
 

Psychology 
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Mathematics 

 Pre-Calculus 12 AP and Calculus AP 12 strongly recommended for students interested in Math based Sciences or Engineering 
 Calculus is an approved course for entrance into UBC, SFU, UVIC & UBCO.  Strongly recommended for those planning to take Science, Math, Finance 

or Business programs in post-secondary.  
 Recommended grade of C+ or higher in Math 9 for success in Computer Science 11. While this course satisfies a grade 11 Math credit, it is not 

acceptable at post-secondary institutions as an entrance requirement. A Math 10 course will still be required for graduation. 
 It is the responsibility of the student to verify all post-secondary program entrance requirements with post-secondary institution(s) of his/her 

choice.  There may also be specific grades that individual institutions require.  Be aware that course pre-requisites may be  
different than entrance requirements. 

 Workplace Math satisfies a Grade 11 Math credit but is not an acceptable entrance requirement for post-secondary institutions including trades. 
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Workplace Mathematics 10               
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite: Math 9 
Recommended for students with lower than a C 
average in Math 9 
Topics include finance, geometry, measurement 
and number concepts. The seven mathematical 
processes (communication, connections, mental 
mathematics and estimation, problem solving, 
technology and visualization) are interwoven 
throughout the mathematical topics. Please 
consult counselling staff for post secondary 
implications. 
 
Foundations of Mathematics and Pre-Calculus 10          
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite: Math 9                
Recommended for students with a C or higher in 
Math 9                                                
This course introduces students to the 
mathematical understandings and critical-thinking 
skills further developed in the Foundations of 
Mathematics and Pre-calculus pathways. Topics 
include algebra, measurement, number and 
relations and functions.  Students need to have an 
understanding of the basics of algebra, memorized 
their times tables and understand operations with 
fractions. 

Apprenticeship and Workplace Mathematics 11                
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite: AW Math 10 
Topics include geometry, measurement, number, 
probability and statistics. The seven mathematical 
processes (communication, connections, mental 
mathematics and estimation, problem solving, 
technology and visualization) are interwoven 
throughout the mathematical topics. 
  
 Foundations of Math 11 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite: Foundations and Pre-Calculus Math 10  
This course is designed to provide students with the 
mathematical and critical thinking skills identified 
for college or university studies in programs like 
Geography, Social Sciences, or Arts. This course is 
not easier than Pre-Calculus 11, but rather is a 
different style of course. This course satisfies high 
school graduation requirements, but is not sufficient 
for entry into all post-secondary programs. Students 
need to determine if this course is an accepted 
entrance requirement for the program and post 
secondary institution of their choosing. Topics 
include: financial mathematics, angle relationships, 
trigonometry, logic and reasoning, relations and 
functions, and probability and statistics. 
 
Pre-Calculus 11                     
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite: Foundations Math 10 
Topics include algebra, number, relations and 
functions and trigonometry.  Students need to have 
a strong understanding of the topics from Pre-Calc 
10. For those students planning to attend university 
for sciences, business, finance, engineering or other 
technical program.  
 

Foundations of Math 12 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite: Foundations 11 /Pre-Calculus 11 – 
recommended grade of C+ of higher and strong work 
ethic. 
This academic course is designed to provide students 
with the mathematical and critical thinking skills 
identified for college or university studies in programs 
like Nursing, Geography, Social Sciences, or Arts. Some 
universities may accept Foundations of Math 11 and 
Foundations of Math 12 in lieu of Pre-Calculus 11 as an 
entrance requirement. Students need to determine if 
this course is an accepted entrance requirement for the 
program and post secondary institution of their 
choosing. Topics include: regression and regression 
analysis, logic and reasoning, counting patterns, 
relations and functions, and probability and statistics. 
 
Pre-Calculus 12 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus 11 
Topics include functions, trigonometry, graphing, 
polynomials and combinatorics and the binomial 
theorem.  Students need to have a strong 
understanding of the concepts in Pre-Calc 11.  
 
Calculus 12 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus 11 and recommended is Pre-
Calculus 12 
Co-requisite:  Pre-Calculus 12 with a C or better 
Calculus deals with the analysis of quantities, which are 
changing with time.  The major ideas are the Derivative 
and rates of change.  Calculus is also the starting point 
to most post-secondary studies in Mathematics, 
Business, Engineering, Finance, and Sciences.  This 
course is approved for entrance to UBCO, UBC, SFU 
and UVic. Highly recommended for those students 
going on in Math, Science Finance and Business 
programs. 

Mathematics Grade 10 Mathematics Grade 11 Mathematics Grade 12  
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Pre-Calculus 12 AP/AP Calculus 12 
Credits: 8 
Prerequisite: Pre Calculus 11 with at least a strong 
B and a strong work ethic. 
This is a 2 semester course (one full year) in which 
students will register for Pre-Calculus 12 AP in first 
semester and AP Calculus 12 in second semester. 
Upon completion, students will earn 8 credits (for 
Pre Calculus 12 and AP Calculus 12). This structure 
essentially doubles the amount of time students 
have to fully understand the material and critical 
thinking skills in both Pre-Calculus 12 and AP 
Calculus 12. The result should be improved grades 
for Pre-Calculus 12 and AP Calculus 12. Students 
wishing to opt out of this two semester structure 
have two options. They may do so at the end of 
semester 1, in which case they will receive credit 
for Pre-Calculus 12. If students choose not to write 
the AP exam they may focus on the regular 
Calculus 12 content through semester 2 and 
receive credit at the end of the year for Pre-
Calculus 12 and Calculus 12. 

Mathematics Grade 12 Computer Science Grade 11/12 

Computer Science 11 (Intro Programming) 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: any Math 10  
Any student interested in pursuing a career in games programming, animation, information 
technology, networking or engineering should enroll in this introductory course to computer 
programming. This course will introduce students to basic programming to explore mathematical 
concepts. They will then learn the C++ programming language to construct and edit programs 
containing input/output, read/write and simple variables. Strings, loops and arrays will also be 
introduced. Students will use debugging techniques to ensure the validity of their programs. (Note: 
This course is classified as an elective) 
 
Computer Science 12 (Advanced Programming)  
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: Computer Programming Intro  
Once familiar with the basic coding structures, students will continue with advanced array 
techniques, structures, linked lists, stacks and recursion using C++. They will design and code user 
friendly programs that contain variables and constants including real, integer, Boolean characters and 
strings. The program structures will contain conditional statements, looping structures and error 
checking procedures. Students will then move from sequential to event activated programming by 
creating programs with graphical interfaces using Object Oriented Programming. Finally, they will 
also explore Mobile App Development.   (Note:  This course is classified as an elective) 
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Science 
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Science Grade 10 Science Grade 11 Course Options 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 11 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  SC10 
Successful completion of this course will fulfill the Science 
11 requirements for graduation.  This course will take a 
different approach to science, through technology, and 
how it affects you and the world around you.  Video 
segments from various sources are built into the program.  
Newspapers and magazines will also play a part in 
providing support information for you.  There are not 
always right answers in Technology 11, but differences of 
opinion will create discussion and debate and help you 
understand the complexity of your world.  Some of the 
possible subjects to be covered are:  recreation, forestry, 
energy and environment, bridge design, shelter, 
engineering, and inventions. 
Note: This course counts as a science requirement for 
graduation, but does NOT meet the science requirement 
for admission to post-secondary programs in BC. 
 
PHYSICS 11 
Credits: 4     
Prerequisite:  SC 10, Foundations 10 (C+) and enrolled in 
an Academic Math 11 (Foundations with B average). Not 
recommended for A&W Math students. 
  
Physics 11 is recommended for students planning a career 
in an area of scientific or technical training.  The basic 
understanding of the way in which physical forces shape 
the world around us will help the student understand the 
concepts presented in their other science courses.  The 
course uses mathematical skills such as graphing, problem 
solving and manipulating equations.  The topics covered 
are waves, light and optics, energy and the study of 
motion, and electricity. 
*NOTE:  Students who enroll in a Bachelor of Science 
degree program after graduation will have to take a 
physics course in their first year.  For this reason, these 
students should take at least PH11 in high school even if 
their major interest is Biology, Chemistry or Geology. 
 
 
 

BIOLOGY 11 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite: SC 10 
Biology 11 is an introduction to the life sciences and a 
prerequisite for Biology 12.  The course explores the 
following topics:  scientific method, microscopy, evolution, 
taxonomy, microbiology, botany, and animal biology.  This 
is a lab based course with an emphasis on scientific 
processes, techniques and data analysis. Students will learn 
to correctly apply and use the scientific method including 
data analysis.  Problem solving, writing lab reports and 
research based projects and assignments are an integral part 
of the curriculum.   
Note:  Biology 11 is a prerequisite for Biology 12 at RSS. 
 
CHEMISTRY 11 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite:  SC10, MA10; Academic Math 11 recommended 
This course is designed to help students acquire a body of 
chemical information: facts, procedures, concepts, laws, 
theories, and the processes for obtaining this information.  
Laboratory experiments provide data for mathematical 
calculations and observations necessary to understand this 
body of information.  The study of chemistry can prepare 
the person to be a more informed decision-maker in our 
increasingly technological world.  Students will learn about 
scientific communication, classification of matter, naming 
compounds, the mole concept, chemical bonding, chemical 
reactions, and organic chemistry.  A reasonable grade in 
Science 10 and Mathematics 10 is necessary for the successful 
completion of this course. 
 
EARTH SCIENCE 11 
Credits: 4       
Prerequisite:  SC 10       
We live on a small planet orbiting a mediocre star in an 
average galaxy somewhere in a vast universe.  Earth is 
special to us, but to understand its limitations we need to 
study its materials, environment, and unique location.  
Upon completion of this course, students will have a greater 
understanding of astronomy, including star systems and 
satellites, water and atmospheric sciences, geology, 
especially the study of the earth’s crust, the resources of the 
earth, geological time and the history of the earth. 
 

SCIENCE 10 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:   SC9 
This is the last Junior Science course to complete the 
survey of four major branches of science: Biology 
(genetics), Chemistry (atomic structure and chemical 
reactions), Physics (energy transformations), and Earth 
& Space Science (formation of the universe). This 
course will provide opportunities, through projects 
and labs, to develop Science curricular skills like ques-
tioning and predicting, processing and analyzing data 
and information, and communicating. 
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PHYSICS 12  
Credits: 4       
Prerequisite:  Pre Calc 11 and enrolled in Pre Calc  
Physics 12 is intended for those students planning to study science at the 
University or College level.  Since it is a mathematically demanding 
course it offers students a chance to develop their algebraic and problem 
solving skills.  Although few students will go on to major in physics, the 
knowledge of forces and their relationship with matter will help the 
student understand the concepts presented in other areas of science.  
Math 12 should be completed before or taken concurrently with Physics 
12 
 
PHYSICS 12 AP 
Physics AP is now broken down into two courses:  AP Physics 1 and AP 
Physics 2 (each with their own AP exam in May).  Students interested in 
taking BOTH should enroll in AP Physics 1 in Grade 11 and AP Physics 2 in 
the second semester of Grade 12. These two courses could provide 
students with College equivalent credits for two semesters of first year 
physics at most Universities (or Colleges). Students interested in only 
taking one AP Physics course should enroll in AP Physics 1 in either their 
grade 11 or grade 12 years.  This would allow them to apply for only one 
semester worth of Physics at participating Universities.  
 
The courses follows the curriculum prepared by the College Board for the 
Advanced Placement Program.  It is taught at a level equivalent to first 
year University and students who pass the AP Physics B exam may apply 
for credit, placement, or both at most major colleges and universities in 
Canada and the U.S.   
 
AP PHYSICS 1 (Broken into two courses:  Pre-AP 1 and AP1) 
Credits: up to 12 
Prerequisites: Foundations and Pre Calc Math 10 at an A level, Enrolled in 
Pre Calc 11, Science 10 (B or better)  
AP Physics 1: Algebra-based is the equivalent to a first-semester college 
course in algebra-based physics, but is designed to be taught over a full 
academic year, allowing time for AP teachers and students to develop 
deep understanding of the content and to apply that knowledge through 
inquiry-based labs.  The full year also allows time for inclusion of grade 
12 physics content specified by the province.  The course covers 

Newtonian mechanics (including rotational dynamics and angular 
momentum); work, energy and power; mechanical waves and sound. It 
will also introduce electric circuits.  
 
Pre-AP PHYSICS 1:  Semester 1 
Credits:  4 (Physics 11 equivalent) 
For the first semester, the focus will be on the basic classical mechanics 
encountered in regular Physics 11 and Physics 12 (Kin, Dyn, Energy, etc.)  
Students not wishing to continue after Semester 1 will be eligible for 
Physics 11 credit. 
 
AP PHYSICS 1:  Semester 2 
Credits:  8 (Physics 12 equivalent plus AP Physics 1) 
The second semester will focus on electricity and magnetism along with 
waves and rotational motion. 
  
The course will run all year with the first semester providing an 
equivalent Physics 11 credit (4 credits), and the second semester providing 
the Physics 12 credit (4 credits), as well as an AP Physics 1 credit (4 credits 
provided they write the AP exam),   
 
AP PHYSICS 2:  Semester 2 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisites: Pre Calc 11, Enrolled in Pre Calc 12, AP Physics 1 (OR Physics 
11 and Physics 12 completed) 
 
AP PHYSICS 2: Algebra-based is the equivalent to a second-semester 
college course in algebra-based physics, but is designed to be taught over 
the second semester, allowing time for AP teachers and students to 
develop deep understanding of the content and to apply that knowledge 
through inquiry-based labs.  The course covers fluid mechanics; 
thermodynamics; electricity and magnetism; optics; atomic and nuclear 
physics. 
 
PLAN AHEAD! - Both course exams will occur in May along with the 
other AP exams.  For students wanting to take both courses, they must 
take AP Physics 1 in their grade 11 year and AP Physics 2 in their grade 12 
year. 

Science 12/PRE-AP/AP Course Options 
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BIOLOGY 11 PRE-AP 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: SC 10 Honours (Minimum B with SC10H teacher 
recommendation) SC 10 (Minimum A with teacher recommendation) 
Biology 11 (AP) is the first part of the Advanced Placement Biology Course.  
The Advanced Placement Program is an international program that 
encourages and rewards students who wish to push themselves to a higher 
level of learning and achievement.  AP Biology is equivalent in nature and 
content to a typical first year university course.  AP Biology 11 includes 
some of the topics covered in the Biology 11 curriculum (Evolution, 
Microbiology, Ecology) as well as additional AP topics; (Cell division, 
Genetics, Phylogenetics and Animal Behavior).  Laboratory work, critical 
thinking skills, technical writing and problem solving will be emphasized in 
this course.  *NOTE: A 5 day fieldtrip to Bamfield Marine Sciences Center 
is an important component of BI 11AP.  It is highly recommended that all 
BI 11AP students participate in this fieldtrip.  Students should expect to 
spend a minimum of 1 hour per school day on homework and review.  A 
strong work ethic is essential to success in this course.  
 
BIOLOGY 12  
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: BI 11 (C+ or higher recommended); Chemistry 11 
recommended  
Biology 12 is designed to prepare students for biology courses at post-
secondary programs. The course includes biochemistry (the chemistry of 
biological molecules), cytology (cell structure, function and processes) and 
human physiology.  Biology 12 involves a significant amount of analytical 
problem solving, data analysis and lab work. A strong work ethic is 
essential to success in this course.  
 
BIOLOGY 12 AP 
Credits:  8 
Prerequisite:  BI 11AP; Chemistry 11 strongly recommended 
Biology 12 AP is the second half of the Advanced Placement Biology 
Course.  The Advanced Placement Program is an international program 
that encourages and rewards students who wish to push themselves to a 
higher level of learning and achievement. AP Biology is equivalent in 
nature and content to a typical first year university course. AP Biology 12 
includes all the topics covered in the Biology 12 curriculum (Biochemistry, 

Cytology and Human Physiology) as well as additional AP topics; 
(Bioenergetics, Molecular Genetics, and Cell Signaling).  Students who 
complete AP Biology 11 and 12 will write the AP Biology examination in 
May. Students who successfully complete this exam may use this credit 
towards first year university biology. Laboratory work, critical thinking 
skills, technical writing and problem solving will be emphasized in this 
course.  Note:  A strong work ethic is essential to success in this course. It is 
recommended that students take both Biology 11AP and Biology 12AP in 
the same school year. A mandatory morning tutorial is a required 
component of this course.  
 
CHEMISTRY 11 PRE-AP 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite:  SC10, MA10; Academic Math 11 recommended 
The goal of Pre-AP Chemistry 11 is to provide students with a foundation 
to understand the structure and properties of chemical substances and to 
make predictions in regards to the movement of energy in a system. In 
addition to the course topics addressed in Chemistry 11 (Classification 
Matter, the Mole, Solution Chemistry, and Chemical Reactions) 
the advanced topics of Gas Laws, Quantum Theory, Intramolecular Forces, 
and Redox Chemistry are introduced. This course is designed to give you 
the background and skills to prepare you for more advanced science 
classes, such as AP Chemistry 12 and/or AP Biology 12. By nature, this 
course is lab-based with special emphasis on quantitative and qualitative 
methods of analysis.  
 
CHEMISTRY 12  
Credits: 4       
Prerequisite: Chemistry 11,  Academic Math 11 with a C+ or higher 
recommended Chemistry 11,  Pre-Calculus 11 with a C+ or higher 
recommended    
This course is designed for the serious science student wishing to continue 
in science courses at the university level.  The further study of chemistry is 
central for any student wanting to study either the life sciences or the 
physical sciences.  Chemistry 12 focuses on chemical collisions and energy 
changes, equilibrium systems, solubility, acid/base chemistry, and 
electrochemistry.  The course is based on algebraic principles and stresses 
problem solving.   
 

Science 12/ Pre-AP/AP Course Options 
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CHEMISTRY 12 AP 
Credits: 8       
Recommended Prerequisite:   designed for the highly motivated chemistry 
student.  
Completion of either Chemistry 11H (C+ or higher recommended) or 
Chemistry 11 (86% or higher) and teacher recommendation (a significant 
entrance assignment and supplementary labs are required)  
Chemistry is sometimes coined the central science as it can be seen as 
being foundational to chemical, physical and biological systems and 
informs the advent of technologies every day. Appreciating the 
applications of chemistry, which requires a greater depth of knowledge 
and technical skills, should be the primary draw for students interested in 
taking AP* Chemistry 12. Structured similarly to a college or university 
chemistry course, a significant emphasis will be placed on instruction 
through the laboratory experience. With this enriched lab experience, 
students will improve critical thinking, scientific reasoning and data 
analysis skills foundational to success in any post-secondary science 
program. At the conclusion of AP* Chemistry 12, students will have the 
ability to seek university or college credit by writing the AP College Board 
exam in May. After the examination, students will be encouraged to 
continue to work on supplementary resources, including laboratories, in 
order to further their understanding, achieve the curricular standards and 
improve skills necessary for post-secondary success. Although students 
should be prepared for the considerable workload and academic rigors 
that a course of this nature will require there are clear benefits to a course 
designed to bridge the high school and college experience.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 12 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite:      Recommended – Students should have a strong science 
background, including at least one of the following courses:  Physics 11, 
Chemistry11,  Biology 11,  Earth Science 11. 
 
Environment Science is intended to provide a general introduction to 
environmental studies, including The Earth System and Resources, 
Population Issues, Energy Resources, and Pollution.  In studying 
environmental science, instruction in this course will come in many forms 
and from many places.  Learning will be within our regional environment 
to the greatest degree possible with hopes that this experiential learning 

will for many prove to be both curricular and provide a connectedness 
with the environment.  As an “environmental science”, rather than an 
“environmental studies”, course students should expect a significant 
laboratory and fieldwork component in the course.  Environmental 
Science is run in conjunction with Transitions 12, so students may receive 
credit for both courses concurrently.  This is NOT an academic 12 course 
approved by universities. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 12 AP 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite:  Recommended – Students should have a strong science 
background, including at least two of the following courses:  Physics 11, 
Chemistry11,  Biology 11, Earth Science 11.  
 
The purpose of AP Environmental Science 12 is to provide students with 
the opportunity to complete a college-level course in environmental 
science while attending high school. At the conclusion of the course, 
students will have the ability to seek credit for a college-level course in 
Environmental Science by writing the AP College Board exam.  AP 

Environmental Science combines ideas and information from biology, 
chemistry and earth sciences, as well as the social science fields of 
economics and political science. Topics of study include land 
management, population dynamics, ecology, water and natural resource 
exploitation and impacts, and policy making.  As an “environmental 
science”, rather than an “environmental studies”, course held to the 
expectations of the College Board there is a significant laboratory 
component.  Students will be asked to study our natural environment, 
both on theoretical and practical levels, and also to act as stewards of the 
environment by participating in a number of school and community 
environmental service projects.  Students will participate in a minimum of 
four field trips, have the option of one provincial field trip, and a 
minimum of three guest speakers will present, providing an enriched 
learning experience from local environmental experts.  Although 
curricular, it is intended that these experiences will also provide a lifelong 
connectedness with the environment.  Environmental Science is run in 
conjunction with Transitions 12, so students may receive credit for both 
courses concurrently.  This is an academic Grade 12 course approved by 
universities. 
       

Science 12/PRE-AP/AP Course Options 
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CAREER LIFE EDUCATION 
CREDITS:  4                                  
Prerequisite: None 
The Career Education curriculum supports 
students in the process of becoming successful, 
educated citizens by providing them with 
opportunities to explore a variety of careers 
and options for their future. Career Education 
helps students to discover a bridge between 
classroom learning and workplace and post-
secondary realities, and is intended to make 
their learning meaningful and relevant.  
 
Career Life Connections will be the first 4 of 8 
credits that students will take on the 2018 
Graduation Program.  In this course students 
will explore work life balance, support 
systems, lifelong learning, economics and 
career planning.  

GRAD TRANSITIONS:  graduation requirement  
CREDITS:  Requirement Met 
Students present their M.A.P, in an exit interview. 
 
WORK EXPERIENCE 12A AND 12B 
4 CREDITS   
The primary goal of work experience is to help students 
prepare for the transition from secondary school to the 
world of work.  Goals include helping students to:  
 Connect what they learn in the classroom with the 

knowledge, skills, and attitudes needed in the 
workplace 

 Gain the knowledge, skills, and attitudes needed to be 
successful in the world of work 

 Develop job readiness skills for specific occupations 
and careers 

 Understand the similarities and differences in 
behaviour standards between the workplace and 
school  

 
REQUIREMENTS TO EARN CREDIT FOR WORK 
EXPERIENCE 
 Register your work experience placement(s) with the 

Career Center.   
 Work Experience 12 A – Accumulate at least 100 hours 

of paid or unpaid work experience.   
 Work Experience 12 B – Students need to accumulate 

another 100 hours beyond what they used for Work 
Experience A.   

 Complete a post-work experience evaluation and 
report and submit it to Mr. Dorf. 

 
Work Experience is available to Grades 10 & 11 as well. 
For more information, see the Career Centre. 

PLANNING 11 (4 credits) 
APPLIED DIGITAL COMMUNICATION (4 credits)                    
CREDITS:  8                               
Prerequisite: None 
These two courses are combined into one semester 
and taught in one  regular, 2.5 hour period in the 
timetable. Students will complete the learning 
outcomes for planning which includes learning 
about jobs and careers, healthy living, work safety 
and personal growth.  The course is taught 
synchronously with a teacher online at Central 
Schools in SD23 and a teacher in the classroom. 
Students use a variety of Web 2.0 tools to  
communicate online and to prepare and deliver 
their assignments. Students develop literacy with 
web tools and a variety of computer applications as 
they prepare video and online presentations of 
various types. They work collaboratively in real 
time with their classmates, in small groups and with 
instructors.  They develop a positive online 
presence and a digital portfolio in a website and 
blog. 
 
CAREER TRANSITIONS  
CREDITS:  2                                 
Prerequisite: Planning  10/11          
In order to fulfill Graduation Program requirements, 
every grade 12 student must create a “M.A.P.” (My 
Action Plan) detailing his/her  transition plan for life 
after high school, a budget for that plan, & a 
healthy living plan.  Students must also prove 
physical activity and 30 hours of Work Experience 
(volunteer or paid) during grades 11 & 12.  All 
students will present their “M.A.P” in an Exit 
Interview.    
 

GRADE 11 & 12 GRADE 10 

ALL GRADE 10 STUDENTS 
WILL BE ON THE 2018  

GRADUATION PROGRAM 
AND WILL BE  

REQUIRED TO TAKE A 
TOTAL OF 8 CREDITS OF  

CAREERS.   
4 OF THESE CREDITS WILL BE 

TAKEN AT THE GRADE 10  
LEVEL IN CAREER LIFE  

EDUCATION. 

Career Planning 
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Modern Languages 

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 
American Sign Language is a visual language which combines formal signs, 
finger spelling, gestures, body language and facial expression.  The 
learning environment in the classroom is fun, fast-paced and highly 
interactive. Students are given a variety of experiences and opportunities 
to use ASL, including the opportunity to communicate with individual 
and members of the Deaf Community who use ASL as their first language. 
ASL is a challenging and demanding course.  Strong work habits, regular 
attendance and full participation in class activities are essential in order to 
fulfill the course requirements. 
 
AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 11  
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: None 
American Sign Language (ASL) is the language of the deaf community. It is 
a visual, non-verbal, non-written language. ASL combines formal signs, 
finger spelling, facial expressions and body language. This course is given 
Second Language credit by the BC Ministry of Education. 

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 12  
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: ASL 11 
ASL 12 continues to expand on the sign language, vocabulary and 
experiences of ASL 11.  Students will be given increased opportunity to use 
ASL in real life situations, to research topics related to ASL, and to become 
familiar with the art and literature of the Deaf Community as it relates to 
learning ASL.  There is no provincial exam, but a formal exam takes place. 
ASL 12 may meet the language requirement for admission to post-
secondary programs in British Columbia (check with your post-secondary 
institution to confirm). 
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FRENCH 10 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: French 9 
French 10 is a communicative course intended to 
have students focus primarily on speaking, listening, 
comprehension, and grammar skills.  On many 
occasions the students will work in pairs or small 
groups, on topics drawn from the experiences of 
young people between the age of 13 and 16.  
Cultural material drawn from authentic French 
language sources, such as magazines and brochures 
are included.  This course is based on the 
communicative series Bon Voyage. (Level 2 Part 
one) 
 
INTRO GERMAN 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: None 
The object of this course is to provide an 
opportunity for the student to begin the study of 
German as a second language.  By completing this 
study, the student will obtain a working vocabulary 
and a necessary understanding of the grammatical 
structure to be able to read, write, understand and 
speak basic conversational German.  Students will 
learn to appreciate German culture within the 
content of this language.  This course is designed for 
those students who have no German language 
background.   
 
INTRO JAPANESE 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: None 
Students will learn basic Japanese conversation 
including, greetings, self-introduction, and family 
introduction.  The course uses 'real' Japanese 
resources such as children's picture books, anime, 
manga, and toys.  We will learn about basic 
concepts of Japanese culture and society.  Students 
will master the hiragana and katakana writing 
systems and be introduced to some kanji. 

FRENCH 11 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: French 10 
French 11 students will concentrate on improving 
their listening, speaking, and comprehension skills.  
The main objective is to be capable of 
communicating verbally.  The students are expected 
to exchange opinions on topics of interest; describe 
or narrate an event, situation, or experience; discuss 
plans related to common activities; interact in 
French with confidence in familiar situations drawn 
from real life; research and use relevant information 
from a variety of sources to complete a task; view, 
listen to, and read creative works and respond to 
them in various ways, and be familiar with cultural 
traditions and customs.  This course is based on the 
communicative series Bon Voyage (Level 2 Part 2). 
 
GERMAN 11  
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: German Intro 
This course is designed to further develop the 
conversational skills of German Intro.  While much 
emphasis is placed on reading, comprehension, and 
grammatical skills, the main focus is the 
conversational communication of the students.  
Pupils are exposed to a wide variety of speaking 
experiences and oral dramatizations.  A written mid
-term is complemented by an oral final exam.  
German 11 fulfills the language requirements of most 
universities. 
 
JAPANESE 11 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: Intro Japanese 
Building on language skills developed in Beginners’ 
Japanese, students will expand their vocabulary and 
become confident in exchanging information on 
familiar topics.  Students will learn to read and 
write approximately 70 kanji. Grammar will focus 
on verbs and their endings.  

FRENCH 12 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: French 11 
This course will be taught primarily in French. In 
French 12, students will increase their vocabulary and 
grammatical skills by studying the next level in the 
series Bon Voyage and by participating in a variety of 
classroom activities.  Students are expected to use 
vocabulary in the present, past, compound and future 
tenses as well as be able to demonstrate the proper use 
of the subjunctive mood; research, analyze, and use 
information; view, listen to and read creative works 
and respond to them through various media; continue 
to be enriched in the francophone culture.  Students 
will be required to write short essays and opinion 
paragraphs.   
 
GERMAN 12 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: German 11 
This course is designed to promote further 
development of translation, composition, and 
conversational skills and is intended for students who 
have achieved a good understanding of German.  
German 12 aims at academically senior students who 
must write a provincial and possibly a scholarship 
examination.  This is definitely not for the faint of 
heart.  An A or B standing in German 11 is a 
recommended prerequisite. 
 
JAPANESE 12 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: Japanese 11 
Students' language (writing, reading, speaking, and 
listening) will become more detailed as they exchange 
information on familiar topics, express plans, give 
information, and support points of view on various 
topics.  Students will learn about 150 kanji. 

Modern Languages Grade 10 Modern Languages Grade 11 Modern Languages Grade 12  
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INTRO SPANISH 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: None 
This is an intensive introductory course to the 
Spanish language.  It provides practice in all four 
basic language skills: listening, speaking, reading and 
writing.  Furthermore, the student will obtain 
cultural awareness of the Spanish speaking countries 
of the world.  The student must be prepared to 
work seriously and be willing to participate in class 
and do homework daily.  Only students who have 
at least a “C” average should seriously consider 
pursuing this course.  Students should be aware that 
this is the equivalent of Spanish 9 and 10 covered in 
one semester.  This course is based on the 
communicative series Avancemos! Level 1. 
 
INTRO PUNJABI  
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: None 
Introduction to Punjabi is a beginner course in 
Punjabi. Students will learn the alphabet, vowel 
symbols, basic grammar skills, and basic reading 
skills.  Students will learn how to use common 
expressions and vocabulary for familiar objects.  
There will be a number of major projects to extend 
their knowledge of the Punjabi language, culture, 
and history.  Students are expected to work hard in 
order to be successful in this course. 
 
 

SPANISH 1 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: Intro Spanish 
This is an intensive course of the Spanish Language. 
It continues to provide practice in all four basic 
skills: listening, speaking, writing, and reading. 
Vocabulary, the present tense of regular and 
irregular verbs, various pronouns, and the past 
tenses of the Preterite and the Imperfect will be 
studied. Students should have a good understanding 
of the concepts covered in Beginner’s Spanish 11 and 
ideally have acquired a minimum of “B” standing. 
Students should be prepared to do homework 
regularly, and be willing to participate in oral 
activities and presentations. This course level will 
satisfy the entrance requirement for universities in 
B.C. 
 
PUNJABI 11  
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: Intro Punjabi 
Punjabi 11 will continue to build on language skills 
developed in Punjabi Intro. Students will expand 
their vocabulary, reading, and writing skills.  
Students will learn how to use common expressions 
and vocabulary for familiar objects.  There will be a 
number of major projects to extend their 
knowledge of the Punjabi language, culture, and 
history.  Students are expected to work hard in 
order to be successful in this course. 

SPANISH 2 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: Spanish 11 
Spanish 12 is a continuation of Spanish 11 and is taught, 
for the most part in Spanish. Students will be expected 
to demonstrate a proficiency in speaking, reading, 
writing and understanding the spoken word.  The 
students will continue their study of grammar and will 
use the conditional and future tenses as well as both 
past tenses and the subjunctive mood.  Short essays and 
opinion paragraphs will be written.  Spoken Spanish 
will be a primary focus of this course. 
 

Modern Languages Grade 10 Modern Languages Grade 11 Modern Languages Grade 12  
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Applied Skills:  Business Education  

ACCOUNTING 11 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: None 
Accounting has often been described as 'the language of business'.  More specifically, 
accounting is the process of keeping track of the financial performance of 
organizations.  Accounting 11 is an introductory accounting course that will provide 
students with a broad introduction to accounting principles and practice.  This is a 
very hands-on course, where students will practice applying accounting concepts 
through various activities, preparing financial documents.  Most course activities will 
be completed using computers - focusing mostly on the use of Microsoft Excel and 
Sage Accounting.  No prior computer expertise is necessary, as all software skills may 
be learned as needed.  This course is a must for any student who intends entering the 
business world, considering a career in business or taking business courses at a post-
secondary institution.  What a great skill to add to your resume! Note:  Students who 
complete both Accounting 11 and Accounting 12 may be awarded advanced credit 
for Okanagan College's first year accounting course in their business program (must 
meet OC criteria). 
 
ACCOUNTING 12 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: None 
This is a practical hands-on accounting course building on the knowledge students 
have attained through Accounting 11. Students will apply knowledge of accounting 
through a variety of computer-based projects using Sage Accounting and Microsoft 
Excel software. Students will learn how to complete an accounting cycle for a service 
and merchandising business. Also, concepts related to payroll accounting, budgeting, 
and financial statement analysis are introduced.   This course is highly useful for 

students considering a career in business, especially if interested in the fields of 
accounting or bookkeeping. Again, what a great skill to put on your resume! 
Note:  Students who complete both Accounting 11 and Accounting 12 may be 
awarded advanced credit for Okanagan College's first year accounting course in their 
business program (must meet OC criteria). 
 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND MARKETING 10 
Credits: 4       
Prerequisite: None 
Students will learn about the opportunities for entrepreneurship and characteristics of 
entrepreneurs.  Students will explore ways to add value to an existing idea or 
product, learn the differences between invention and innovation and explore the life 
cycle of a product from invention/innovation to the marketplace. 
 
MARKETING AND PROMOTION 11 
Credits: 4       
Prerequisite:  Entrepreneurship and Marketing 10 
Why are Nike and Coca Cola such successful companies? Why do businesses pay 
millions for a 60 second commercial during the Super Bowl? Is a pair of Calvin Klein 
jeans really worth over $100? The answers to questions like these will be 
explored.  Students will discover ways of marketing and promotion used to persuade 
the public to buy a product or service through branding, identifying target markets, 
and the promotion of a product’s benefits.   This is a fun, practical course, which 
encourages students’ creativity in the promotion of a product or service. 
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Applied Skills:  Computer Science 

DIGITAL MEDIA DEVELOPMENT INTRO 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: None 
This course will introduce students to the world of digital media. Topics that will 
be explored are 2D and 3D animation, sound effects and image manipulation. 3DS 
Max is the main 3D software that will be used and is the software used in Halo, 
Call of Duty, Star Wars, Harry Potter, and many more popular games and movies. 
We will also use many other programs to enhance our creations. This course is the 
first step for those interested in a career such as animator, 3D modeler, special 
effects artist, story boarder, graphic designer, digital sculptor, or any one of the 
numerous other professions related to the growing movie and game design 
industry. This course meets the "Applied Skills" graduation requirement. 
 
DIGITAL MEDIA DEVELOPMENT ADVANCED 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: Digital Media Intro 
Did your previous animation course give you the drive to improve your animation 
skills? This course will build upon the concepts and skills learned in Digital Media 
Development Introduction. More advanced skills and processes will be explored 
and applied. This course meets the "Applied Skills" and the Gr. 12 level elective 
grad requirement.  
 
VIDEO GAME DEVELOPMENT AND PROGRAMMING INTRODUCTION 
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: None 

Students will learn the fundamentals of programming and what they need to know 
in order to develop their own 2D games. They will learn the Zero Engine, learn 
structures of code, how to modify it to meet a particular purpose, and Basic Vector 
Math concepts. Students will create a Rube Goldberg machine, a shooter and a tile-
based platformer. They will learn how to polish up their games so they feel like 
complete products. Students will get a taste of quick prototyping and production 
while learning a valuable lesson in scoping their projects. Near the end of the 
course, they will be devoted to their group game project pursuit, while learning 
how the industry handles certain milestones, techniques for “cutting the fat,” and 
playtesting. Computer Programming 11 is recommended.  
 
VIDEO GAME DEVELOPMENT AND PROGRAMMING ADVANCED  
Credits:  4 
Prerequisite: Video Game Development and Programming Intro 
Students will build on their knowledge from VGD Intro and use an industry 
standard engine, Unity Engine, to create 2D and 3D games. They will build on 
what they learned in Intro and create games of different genres using Unity 
Resources. This will help students with Unity's user interface, functions and 
capabilities, then they will create and customize their own. They will also create 
3D games using Unity Resources and will eventually create their own using their 
own creations and the Unity Asset Store. Students will also become more familiar 
with the C# (C Sharp) programming language. 
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Applied Skills:  Home Economics 
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CULINARY ARTS 10 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: None 
This is an introductory course for professional cooking based in our 
school’s commercial cafeteria.  The course focuses on hands-on 
learning, quantity food preparation and food service.  Students learn 
how to handle food service tools and equipment in a safe and sanitary 
manner and run the school cafeteria while gaining basic knowledge in 
soups, sandwiches, salads, desserts, entrees and more. Students also 
take Food Safe Level 1 at the beginning of the course and will receive 
30 hours of work experience.  Student evaluation for this course is 
based mostly on hands-on practical work. 
 
 
CULINARY ARTS 11/12 (FORMERLY KNOWN AS PROFESSIONAL 
COOK'S TRAINING) 
Credits: 4 each 
Prerequisite:  Culinary Arts 10  
Students continue to run the school cafeteria and gain professional 
cooking experience. They take on greater responsibility in food 
preparation and menu planning and will gain a working knowledge of 
all aspects of the cafeteria kitchen.  Content includes principles of 
cooking methods, methods and principles for seasoning and 
presentation, characteristics and properties of culinary ingredients, 
dietary restrictions and food allergies, and ethnic and multicultural 
ingredients and their cooking methodology. Learning is enhanced by 
field trips and/or demonstrations from guest chefs and students receive 
30 hours of work experience. Students can take and receive credit for 
Professional Cook Training several times.  Student evaluation for this 
course is based mostly on hands-on practical work. 

Home Economics Course Options 

Professional Cook’s Training Food Studies 

FOOD STUDIES INTRO  
Credits:  
Prerequisite: None 
Learn how to become a confident cook and further your repertoire of 
cooking skills and food knowledge. This hands-on applied course 
provides an introductory to intermediate study of food preparation 
techniques. You will be exposed to food dishes from various cultures 
while planning and making healthy food choices for everyday meals. 
Emphasis on group cooperation during labs is critical for success.   
 
FOOD STUDIES ADVANCED  
Credits:  
Prerequisite: Food Studies Intro 
This is a course for the cooking enthusiast who is eager to become 
skilled in international and gourmet cuisine. This hands-on applied 
skills course provides an advanced study of food preparation and 
builds on skills learned in the introductory foods course. Experience 
advance cooking and baking skills and learn how to present dishes 
with flare using professional ideas and secrets. Create your own recipes 
and elegant meal plans with a style that will impress any guest. 
Emphasis on group cooperation during labs is critical for success. 
Students will compete in an Iron Chef competition.  Labs will focus on 
International cuisine.  The Provincial Food Safe course is taught and 
students have the opportunity to receive certification through Interior 
Health. 
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND CAREGIVING 11 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: None 
This course is an excellent introduction for any person who would 
like to be employed in early childhood education, daycares, 
preschools, kindergarten, elementary education or other childcare 
services. We will discuss and research the following topics: starting a 
family, conception, birth, infant development and the social, 
emotional, intellectual and physical development of children from 
birth to age three. This class involves discussion, sharing of ideas and 
group projects. An opportunity may be given for students to 
participate in an elementary school placement and receive hours of 
work experience that can be used towards graduation requirement 
hours. 
 
 
CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND CAREGIVING 12 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite:  Childcare Development and Caregiving 11 
The student will plan, operate and teach the Rutland Senior 
Playschool with children enrolled from the community. Discussion 
and teaching will focus on the social, emotional, intellectual and 
physical development of children 3-5 years of age. This course is a 
“unique” hands-on experience and a great starting point for those 
interested in working with young children. Students will also receive 
30 hours of work experience in the playschool. Students must give 
consent to a criminal record check done in order to participate in the 
course. 

Home Economics Course Options 

Human Services Textile Studies 

FASHION & SEWING INTRODUCTION 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: None 
This hands-on applied skills course introduces students to fiber and fabric 
construction, sewing machine and serger use, basic pattern alterations, and 
intermediate sewing construction techniques. Students will learn about 
"Sustainable and Fast" Fashion, and learn the skills of a fashion stylist by planning 
a coordinating wardrobe. Emphasis is on creating garments for fun, fit and 
fashion. Students will sew individual projects such as boxer shorts, handbags and 
hoodies. Students will have the opportunity to choose their own personal sewing 
projects. Students will complete a baby quilt which is donated to Kelowna 
General Hospital and may have the opportunity to attend the fashion show at 
Kwantlen University College in the spring. 
 
FASHION & SEWING ADVANCED  
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: Fashion & Sewing Intro 
This hands-on applied skills course is a more advanced clothing construction 
course which includes wardrobe planning, fabric construction, modern tailoring 
techniques, difficult fabric construction and filled pattern alterations. Students will 
create more difficult and detailed garments such as jackets, dresses, pants, skirts 
and blouses. Why not design and create your own grad dress? Emphasis is on 
creating challenging and unique garments with ease. Students will have the 
opportunity to attend the fashion show at Kwantlen University College (see 
above) as well as participate in the Fashion Design Skills Canada competition and 
the “something new from something old” recycling competition held in the 
lower mainland. Students interested in more advanced projects have the 
opportunity to take this course again for additional credits as a directed studies 
course. 
 
FASHION DESIGN 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: Fashion & Sewing Advanced 
This is an advanced course in design and sewing construction. Students will 
complete a "Project Runway" assignment which will include: a "mood board", 
your own basic pattern block, pattern design & development, and the final 
construction the garment. You will study elements and principles of design as 
well as Canada's fashion industry with its numerous career options. Students will 
have an opportunity to participate in a field trip to attend the fashion show at 
Kwantlen University College and further explore their fashion design program.  
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Technology Education 
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Automotive Technology Woodwork Technology Drafting and Design 

AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY INTRO 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: None 
This is an introductory mechanics course in which the 
student will learn about the following topics: shop 
safety, machine tools, hand tools, pneumatic tools, 
fasteners, and two and four stroke internal combustion 
engine theory (principles and systems). The focus of 
this course will be for the student to learn how to tear 
down, inspect, and rebuild both two and four stroke 
motors. 
 
AUTOMOTIVE TECH, INTERMEDIATE LEVEL A 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: Automotive Technology Intro 
This is an intermediate automotive course in which the 
student will learn about the following topics: shop 
safety, hoist and machine tool use, hand tools, 
fasteners, engine theory (principles and systems), 
engine tune-up, brakes (theory and service), tire 
service, computer wheel balancing, lubrication systems 
(theory and service), cooling systems (theory and 
service), and routine maintenance. 
 
AUTOMOTIVE TECH, ADVANCED LEVEL B 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: Automotive Tech, Intermed. Level A 
This is a more advanced automotive course in which 
the students learn theory and shop practices in starter 
and alternator systems, ignition systems, fuel and 
emission systems, general troubleshooting, diagnostic 
computer problem solving, testing of components, 
wheel alignment, and brake disc and drum turning. 
 

DRAFTING INTRO 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: None 
This introductory course is designed for any student 
considering a career such as drafting, engineering, 
interior design, industrial design, architecture, 
carpentry, steel fabricator, cabinet maker, electrician, or 
any one of the numerous other professions, which all 
demand knowledge of drafting. We explore the 
elements and techniques used for sketching, designing, 
modeling, and problem solving. We will be creating 2D 
and 3D mechanical and architectural drawings using 
programs such as AutoCAD, Revit, Inventor, SketchUp, 
and more. A basic knowledge of math is recommended 
since some math concepts will be involved throughout 
the course. Meets the "Applied Skills" graduation 
requirement. 
 
DRAFTING ADVANCED LEVEL A 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: Drafting Intro 
This intermediate course will build on the skills learned 
in Drafting and Design Introduction. Students will 
create more complex computer drawings and models 
with the programs introduced in the introductory 
course. Meets the "Applied Skills" and grade 12-level 
credit graduation requirements. 
 
DRAFTING ADVANCED LEVEL B  
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: Drafting and Design Level A 
This course is a continuation of Drafting and Design 
Advanced Level A. Drafting theory covered in the 
previous course will be reviewed and expanded. 
Students will also be able to specialize their learning in 
a particular field of interest such as Mechanical, 
Architectural, Civil, or many other disciplines. Meets 
the "Applied Skills" and grade 12-level credit graduation 
requirements. 

WOODWORK INTRO 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: None 
This is an introductory course in the use of power and hand 
woodworking tools.  Students will study safety procedures for 
the proper use of power equipment. Students may purchase 
material from the school or from an independent supplier. 
Students will be introduced to basic operations of cutting, 
shaping, fitting, joinery techniques and turning wood with 
machine tools.  Students will plan their projects so that they 
are constructed in an orderly sequence based on the layout of 
the equipment in the room. Computer numeric controlled 
(CNC) machining will also be introduced using a computer 
assisted router table.  Coveralls, shop coat or an apron is 
advised.  
 
CARPENTRY & JOINERY ADVANCED LEVEL A 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: Woodwork Intro 
This is an introductory course in joinery construction.  
Students will learn basic fundamentals relating to materials, 
tools, and methods of joinery.  Students shall be able to:  
 Use the tools and equipment in the woodshop safely and 

with confidence 
 Identify a variety of wood joints and apply them to 

construction techniques 
 Complete assigned project work 
 Research and build, or design and build construction 

projects of their own choosing 
 
CARPENTRY & JOINERY ADVANCED LEVEL B 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: CJ Advanced Level A 
This construction course is specifically designed for students 
who may be considering a career in woodwork, a Secondary 
School Apprenticeship program or considering post-secondary 
training in the broad spectrum of careers in the construction 
industry.  The safe operation of woodworking machines, small 
hand held machine and hand tools are emphasized in this 
course.  Students are required to provide their own materials 
for the projects.  Students may purchase material from the 
school or from an independent supplier.  The specific content 
of this course will be based upon the student’s needs and skill 
level.  It is expected that a major project will be constructed 
incorporating a variety of joinery techniques and 
woodworking processes. 

Note: For the courses listed above,   
regular attendance is required as these 
are practical, “hands-on” courses where 

homework is not assigned. 
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Electronics Metal Art Metal Fabrication 

ELECTRONICS INTRO 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: None 
Students will be introduced to the exciting world of 
electronics. Come and explore a subject that impacts 
almost everything you do on a daily basis. Electronics is 
a continually changing field that offers many different 
and fascinating careers. Projects and theory will focus 
on hands on activities. Projects will include either a 
portable MP3 amplifier or a 40 watt stereo amplifier. 
Student will be involved in all steps from design and 
PC Board construction to case construction, testing and 
assembly. 
 
ELECTRONICS ADVANCED LEVEL A 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: Electronics Intro 
The basics will be quickly reviewed for first time 
electronics students, then further progression will be 
made toward new topics. These topics include 
alternating current, oscillating circuits, rectification, and 
amplification. Students will use digital multimeters, 
power supplies, and oscilloscopes to analyze circuits. 
Students will learn how to read schematic drawings 
and convert the diagram to a working PC board. 
Several projects will be available for the students to 
choose from. As well students can challenge themselves 
to design their own projects. Students should be 
interested in problem solving, working independently, 
and be a “capable” math student. 
 
ELECTRONICS ADVANCED LEVEL B 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: Electronics Level A 
This course is a continuation of Electronics Adv. Level 
A. Digital electronics and robotics will be introduced, 
and more emphasis will be placed on problem solving 
and design. Students will be encouraged to research, 
design and construct their own projects. Students will 
explore career opportunities related to electronics such 
as electrical engineering, computer science, 
telecommunications, medical technology, aircraft 
manufacturing and robotics. 

METALWORK INTRO 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: None 
This course is designed to introduce the student to 
senior metalwork. Students will learn about safety in 
the workshop, preparation of materials, characteristics 
of metals and use of all machines.  Concepts that will 
be covered by hands on construction of introductory 
projects are:  welding, forging, machining and various 
techniques of joining and cutting metal.  After the 
introductory projects students may undertake projects 
of their own choosing and design  
 
METAL FABRICATION and MACHINING ADVANCED 
LEVEL A 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: Metal Work Into 
Students will learn about safety in the workshop, 
preparation of materials, characteristics of metals and 
use of all machines.  Concepts that will be covered by 
hands on construction of introductory projects are 
welding: including SMAW, MIG, OXY Acetylene, 
cutting, brazing, forging, pattern design and layout.  
After the introductory projects students may undertake 
projects of their own choosing and design. 
 
METAL FABRICATION and MACHINING: WELDING 
ADVANCED LEVEL B 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: Metal Fabrication and Machining 
Advanced Level A 
This is a Metal fabrication course that will include 
concepts covered in Metal Fabrication and Machining 
Level A, but will place more emphasis on SMAW, MIG, 
and TIG welding as well as plasma and torch cutting. 
 
 

METAL ART INTRO 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: None 
This hands-on course places an emphasis on student-
designed jewelry where student creativity is 
encouraged. Students will learn how to make a silver 
ring using the lost wax casting method. Students will 
also use a variety of metal forming and joining 
techniques to create projects of their own design. A 
variety of metals are used including silver, copper, 
brass, and stainless steel. Tentative projects include 
stained glass ornament, steel action scene, chain mail, 
silver casting, metal flowers, a glass bead necklace, 
and others. 
 
METAL ART ADVANCED  
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: Metal Art Intro 
This course has a more in depth outlook on the skills 
learned in Metal Art Intro. Students will be again 
working with 3D stained glass figures, copper 
enameling, semi-precious stone setting, themed 
mobile, glass mosaics, silver chain necklaces and 
more. 
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Physical Education 
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MIXED MARTIAL ARTS INTRO 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: None 
This course has been developed to introduce students to mixed 
martial arts and a practical system of personal self-defence. This 
course is broken down into 4 areas of study: Boxing, Brazilian Jiu-
Jitsu, Japanese Jiu-Jitsu, and weight training. Along with developing 
life skills, MMA Intro will improve your cardiovascular fitness and 
muscular fitness.  
 
MIXED MARTIAL ARTS 11 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: PE 10 and Teacher recommendation. MMA Intro 
preferred 
This course continues to develop students mixed martial arts ability as 
a practical system of personal self-defence. This course is broken 
down into 4 areas of study: Boxing, Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, Japanese Jiu-
Jitsu, and weight training. Along with developing life skills, MMA 11 
will improve your cardiovascular fitness and muscular fitness. 
 
 

Physical Education Course Options 

Martial Arts Outdoor Education 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION 10 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: None 
This program is for students who like to get out and enjoy the outdoors. 
Activities include: hiking, snowshoeing, rock climbing, backpacking, 
camping and other related activities. Students will learn outdoor survival 
skills and navigation principles such as GPS and compass skills.  There will 
be multi-day trips offered as well.  
 
OUTDOOR EDUCATION 11/12 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite:  PE 10 
This program is structured for students that wish to emphasize the 
“outdoor” component of physical education.  Activities include 
backpacking, hiking, rock climbing, x-country skiing, snowshoeing, 
camping and other activities pertaining to the outdoors.  Some of these 
activities are structured into multi-day trips, which are optional. 
 
 

Physical Health Education 10 is a required course for graduation and in alignment with the BC Ministry of Education’s Redesigned Curriculum, 
students will be able to gain their Physical Education 10 by successfully completing any one of the following courses: 

 
Physical Health Education 10, Mixed Martial Arts Intro, Dance 10, Football 10, Soccer 10, Baseball 10, Basketball 10 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 10 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: PE 9 
This course is based upon two primary focuses. The first focus is that of 
physical literacy movements in a variety of environments with major themes 
including fair play and social responsibility.  The second focus will be on 
healthy and active living, getting students to consider potential barriers, as 
well as, options to maintain an active lifestyle.  A variety of minor games, 
traditional games and field trips will make up the majority of the class. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 11 (Lifetime Sports) 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: PE 10 or a previous Physical Education equivalent  
This program is structured for students that wish to continue with the 
“lifetime” stream of physical education.  Emphasis is placed on participation, 
with other grading components based on written evaluation, and peer 
teaching.  Students are expected to participate in the wide range of activities 
offered. Optional field trips will be offered. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 12 (Lifetime Sports)  
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: PE 11 
Emphasis is placed on participation, with other grading components based 
on written evaluation, and community hours.  Students are expected to 
participate in the wide range of activities offered. Optional field trips will be 
offered. 
 
 
 

Physical Education Dance 

DANCE 10 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: None 
Dance 10 teaches students the importance of physical, emotional and mental 
well-being.  This course will develop skills in a variety of dance styles that will 
be showcased in our semester-end performance. Students will also increase 
their fitness and strength while learning training techniques and principles that 
will help them remain active throughout their lifetime.  Dance 10 will be a 
continuation of the skills covered in Dance 9. It is recommended, but not 
required, that students complete Dance 9 prior to enrolling in Dance 10.  
 
DANCE 11 – Technique and Performance 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite:  None 
This course is structured for students who wish to experience a variety of dance 
styles.  Grading is based on skill development, participation and effort.  
Students are expected to participate in the wide range of activities offered and 
a semester end show will be part of the final grade.  Skills taught will be a 
continuation of those covered in Dance 10.  It is strongly recommended that 
students wishing to take this course have completed Dance 10. 
 
DANCE 12 – Technique and Performance 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite: None 
This course is structured for students who wish to experience a variety of dance 
styles.  Grading is based on skill development, participation and effort.  
Students are expected to participate in the wide range of activities offered and 
a semester end show will be part of the final grade.  Skills taught will be a 
continuation of those covered in Dance 11.  It is strongly recommended that 
students wishing to take this course have completed Dance 11. 
 
DANCE COMPANY 11/12 – (Formerly called Dance Choreography) 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite: None 
This course is designed for the advanced dancer (a dancer who has accelerated 
through the school's program or actively dances outside of school). A dancer in 
this class should be able to properly execute fundamental dance techniques in a 
variety of genres of dance.  This course involves additional performance 
opportunities and anyone interested in this course must consult with one of the 
dance teachers prior to enrollment. 
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BASKETBALL AND TRAINING 10 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: None 
This course will focus on individual skill development and basketball specific 
fitness exercises. Emphasis will be placed on fundamentals such as ball 
handling, shooting, defense, and court awareness. Workouts will be geared 
towards pre-season, in-season and post-season. Knowledge of basketball 
specific training and basketball methodology, along with the role that 
basketball can play in maintaining a healthy lifestyle completes the course. 
 
This course will focus on individual skill development and basketball specific 
fitness exercises. Emphasis will be placed on fundamentals such as ball 
handling, shooting, defense, and court awareness. Workouts will be geared 
towards pre-season, in-season and post-season. Knowledge of basketball 
specific training and basketball methodology, along with the role that 
basketball can play in maintaining a healthy lifestyle completes the course.  
 
BASKETBALL AND TRAINING 11 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite:  Basketball and Training 10 
This course will focus on individual skill development and basketball specific 
fitness exercises. Emphasis will be placed on fundamentals such as ball 
handling, shooting, defense, and court awareness. Workouts will be geared 
towards pre-season, in-season and post-season. Knowledge of basketball 
specific training and basketball methodology, along with the role that 
basketball can play in maintaining a healthy lifestyle completes the course. 
 
BASKETBALL AND TRAINING 12 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite:  Basketball and Training 10 
This course will focus on individual skill development and basketball specific 
fitness exercises. Emphasis will be placed on fundamentals such as ball 
handling, shooting, defense, and court awareness. Workouts will be geared 
towards pre-season, in-season and post-season. Knowledge of basketball 
specific training and basketball methodology, along with the role that 
basketball can play in maintaining a healthy lifestyle completes the course. 
 
 

FOOTBALL INTRO  
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: None 
Football Intro is an introduction to the games of Canadian and American 
football including football theory, techniques and training both in and off 
season.  Students will learn the rules of the Canadian and American games 
(with an emphasis on the high school levels) as well as offensive, defensive 
and special team strategies.  Students will learn how to use personal 
equipment and be instructed in a safe use of that equipment during technical 
drills.  Students will participate in contact and non-contact drills and 
scrimmages.  In addition to theory, students will learn proper technique for 
blocking, tackling, throwing, catching and kicking.  Practice of both 
individual and team skills will be incorporated into lessons.  
 
FOOTBALL 11  
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: None 
Football 11 is an continuation of the games of Canadian and American 
football including football theory, techniques and training both in and off 
season.  Students will learn the rules of the Canadian and American games 
(with an emphasis on the high school levels) as well as offensive, defensive 
and special team strategies.  Students will learn how to use personal 
equipment and be instructed in a safe use of that equipment during technical 
drills.  Students will participate in contact and non-contact drills and 
scrimmages.  In addition to theory, students will learn proper technique for 
blocking, tackling, throwing, catching and kicking.  Practice of both 
individual and team skills will be incorporated into lessons.  
 
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL  
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: None 
A course that focuses on the skill and mental development in basketball. At 
the center of the course will be decision making in the flow of the game and 
working on basketball instincts. There will also be a component on building 
knowledge of the game and linking that to different offence and defensive 
strategies. At the heart of the course will be a fostering of the love and fun 
of the game of basketball and long term goals of activity and fitness for 
personal health. 

Specialty Courses 
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HUMAN PERFORMANCE 11  
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: None 
This program is structured for students/athletes that wish to pursue the 
fitness, weight training, and conditioning component of physical 
education.  In partnership with the YMCA, Group Fitness and Instruction 
will be a key component of the course, with the opportunity to be 
certified as an instructor, leading to employment, career and volunteer 
opportunities.  The focus will be on sport/activity specific training and 
various training methods that will contribute to overall physical and 
mental development while acquiring the knowledge, skills, and attitudes 
to enhance quality of life and develop the methods of fitness instruction 
in a rapidly increasing career field. 
 
HUMAN PERFORMANCE 12  
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: None 
This program is structured for students /athletes that wish to pursue the 
fitness, weight training and conditioning component of physical 
education.  In partnership with the YMCA, Personal Trainer Certification 
will be a key component of the course, with the opportunity to be 
certified as a Personal Trainer/Instructor, leading to employment, career 
and volunteer opportunities.  The focus will be on sport/activity specific 
training and various training methods that will contribute to overall 
physical and mental development while acquiring the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes that will enhance quality of life as well as exposure to a 
rapidly increasing career field.  Human Performance 11 is not required. 
 
 
RUGBY 11 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite: PE 10 
Rugby 11 will help students to develop rugby skills, sense, and strategies.  
Skills will include learning how to pass, kick, catch, ruck, tackle, maul, 
scrum, and perform lineouts in various game situations and at game 
speed.   Students will learn about and participate in the fitness training, 
nutrition analysis, and mental preparation necessary to be successful in 

Rugby.  As well, students will have the opportunity to obtain their 
Rugby Referee Certification.  Please note that rugby is a contact sport 
and students will be expected to participate in controlled contact drills 
and, once deemed competent and safe, in full contact scrimmages. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Students enrolled in SD No. 23 have a unique opportunity to participate 
in a program that allows them to develop and improve their soccer 
skills.  
 
The soccer program is intended to provide students with an opportunity 
to train at a high level, enhancing their soccer skills.  It will also allow 
the student-athletes to grow personally and learn what it takes to be a 
top level athlete.  
 
This program will support the Ministry’s desire to increase program 
flexibility for students with the new curriculum. An RSS teacher plus one-
three certified soccer instructor(s) will be on the field for each session.  
 
Students enrolling in the program will receive credit for physical 
education at their grade level. 
 
The program will run for 5 months beginning January 2019.   
The fee for this academy program is $550. 
 
Applications can be obtained from the RSS website or contact Jeff 
Balkenhol at  250-870-5110 or jeff.balkenhol@sd23.bc.ca 

Specialty Courses 

Soccer Academy 
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Students enrolled in SD No. 23 have a unique opportunity to participate 
in a program that allows them to develop and improve their baseball 
skills and gain course credits. RSS Baseball Academy is based on a 
number of principles: 
 
 Strictly supplementary to Minor Baseball  
 To provide additional training for minor baseball and softball aged 

players 
 Focused on individual skill development and academic achievement 
 This program applies to any student, male or female. 
 
The program will be taught through one semester. Each student selected 
into the program will be assisted in planning of course selection based 
on individual academic goals.  Students will earn 4 course credits for 
participation in the RSS Baseball Academy.  Instruction is provided 
through well trained instructors. 
 
The program will run for 5 months beginning September.  Program fee 
for the 2018-2019 school year is $1200. 
 
Applications can be obtained from the program website or contact Dan 
Ruggiero 250-212-7656 or daniel.ruggiero@sd23.bc.ca or visit the 
program website at:  www.rss.sd23.bc.ca link to RSS Baseball Academy. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students enrolled in SD No. 23 have a unique opportunity to participate 
in a program that allows them to develop and improve their hockey 
skills and gain course credits. The Hockey Canada Skills Academy 
resulted from the 1999 Open Ice Summit on player development in 
Canada. 
 
The HCSA’s are based on a number of principles: 
 Strictly supplementary to Minor Hockey 
 To provide additional training for minor hockey aged players 
 Focused on individual skill development, offensive creativity, and 

academic achievement 
 
This program applies to any student, male or female, who is registered 
in their local Minor Hockey Association. Program Fee for 2018-19 is 
$1000. The RSS HCSA will operate in First Semester (September through 
January) and the student will be eligible for 4 course credits. Each 
student selected into the program will be assisted in planning of course 
selection based on individual academic goals. 
Selected students will attend the HCSA at the closest available arenas 
and will receive instruction from fully qualified Hockey Canada 
instructors.  
 
Applications and full information can be obtained on the SD#23 HCSA 
Website www.cohockeyskills.ca.  For further questions please contact 
Dan Ruggiero by email (daniel.ruggiero@sd23.bc.ca) or phone at 250-
212-7656. 

Baseball Academy Hockey Canada Skills Academy (HCSA) 
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HIGH PERFORMANCE PROGRAM 9-12 (placement by Application) 
The High Performance program provides elite level athletes and 
performers with a flexible, innovative school program to enhance 
academic achievement. This option provides structured support for 
students who are involved in high-level (provincial or national level) 
organized extra-curricular sports or performances that result in frequent 
absences from school.  Students choosing this option must complete an 
application, attend an interview, and provide recommendations from a 
coach or instructor. Successful applicants will show a proven 
commitment to their studies, solid work ethic, willingness and the ability 
to work independently  
 
 

Specialty Programs 

High Performance Program 
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PEER MENTORSHIP 11/12 
Credits: 4       
Prerequisite:  Application required 
Peer Mentors are intended to do some of the most important work in the 
school. Their aim is to develop friendships with Grade 9’s and 10’s and 
any new International students to make the transition to RSS an easy and 
positive experience.  Peer Mentors will work one on one with these 
students during their assigned block in the Peer/Counselling Centre.   
 
To equip Peer Mentors for this role, they are taught interpersonal 
communication and conflict resolution. Applicants should be outstanding 
citizens with a great work ethic and should have the ‘courage to be kind’ 
in all situations. In order to help others students must be “well” 
themselves.  Due to limited space in the program, an application to this 
course with references will be required.   
 
SCHOOL LEADERSHIP INTRO/ADVANCED 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite: Teacher Referral 
This course is back and it is bigger and better than ever!  The RSS School 
Leadership class was created to give students a stage to speak their minds 
and to make a difference in the school and our community.  Students 
will delve into the world of planning school events, make an impact on 
our city by going on numerous fieldtrips to help local aid agencies and 
explore the world that we live in so that we are better able to make it a 
safe and more accepting place.  Students who are interested in 
enhancing their portfolio or resume are encouraged to apply for this 
course. 
 
 

Peer Mentorship and School Leadership 
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Media Production 

MEDIA ARTS 11 (Production Graphics) 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  None 
Media Art 10 and 11 engages a period of exploration and observation to 
understand design principles. It allows students to develop skill sets that 
are ever evolving to meet the needs of the design world. This allows 
students to actively participate in taking an idea from inception through 
the design process, prototyping and eventual construction and execution 
of design.  Students are given the opportunity to participate in real world 
situations that involve working in graphic designs with clients and 
community groups to experience the expectations and complexity of 
world of Media Design. 
 
MEDIA ARTS 12 (Production Graphics) 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  Media Arts 11 
Media Arts 12 is an advanced course and involves self-directed 
exploration on the part of the student. Students continue to draw upon 

previous knowledge and experience to further develop their 
entrepreneurial design skills. Students will be given the opportunity to 
work on their own ideas and designs to experience the life cycle of a 
design idea. Students need to be highly motivated and willing to create a 
portfolio, business plan and a product they can market. Students are also 
expected to participate in all class activities.  
 
NEW MEDIA 10 (YEARBOOK) 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  None 
New Media 10 is a foundation skills course that explores current and 
evolving digital literacy. Coursework is aimed at providing students with 
a set of skills vital for success in the increasingly complex digital world 
through a variety of digital and print media. This is accomplished through 
Journalism and desktop publishing. Students are responsible for the 
creation and production of the school's annual yearbook. This 'real world' 
application provides opportunities to experience the pressures and 
responsibility of the publishing world.  
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Media Production 

NEW MEDIA 11 (YEARBOOK) 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  New Media 10 
New Media 11 is a developing course that explores current and evolving 
digital literacy. Coursework is aimed at providing students with additional 
skills vital for success in the increasingly complex digital world through a 
variety of digital and print media. This is accomplished through 
Journalism and desktop publishing. Students are responsible for the 
creation and production of the school's annual yearbook. This 'real world' 
application provides opportunities to experience the pressures and 
responsibility of the publishing world.  
 
NEW MEDIA 12 (YEARBOOK) 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  New Media 11 
New Media 12 is an advanced course that explores current and evolving 
digital literacy. Coursework is aimed at providing students with additional 
leadership opportunities and skills vital for success in the increasingly 
complex digital world through a variety of digital and print media. This is 
accomplished through Journalism and desktop publishing. Students are 
responsible for the creation and production of the school's annual 
yearbook. This 'real world' application provides opportunities to 
experience the pressures and responsibility of the publishing world.  
 
 
DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY INTRO 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course is an introduction to digital photography. Image manipulation 
and management with Photoshop and other digital tools are explored. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIGITAL FILMMAKING INTRO 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  None 
This is an introductory semester course which focuses on the three main 
disciplines of digital filmmaking: pre-production, production and post-
production.  The pre-production section is a combination of written 
assignments and “hands-on” labs. You will develop ideas into written 
treatments and storyboards. You will learn to use the digital video 
cameras, boom microphones, tripods and how to care for equipment.  
The production section will teach you how to organize your shots, use 
different camera angles and techniques. The post-production section 
explores digital video editing. You will learn basic editing, creating 
transitions, “laying in” sound and music, special effects, titling and adding 
credits. 
Although some of the course concentrates on individual work, much of 
the time you will be working in groups. A creative imagination is 
essential.  This course is a prerequisite for Digital Filmmaking and 
Broadcast Journalism Advanced Level B. 
 
DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY ADVANCED 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  Digital filmmaking intro 
In Digital Filmmaking Advanced, you will build on the skills you have 
learned in Digital Filmmaking Intro. Students who enroll in this course are 
expected to be keen to film as well as edit. As well, emphasis will be 
placed on script development, lighting, shot composition, locations, 
complex fx & editing techniques and more lengthy projects. You will be 
using industry standard digital technology to film and edit your projects. 
Successful students will have a sound skill set to pursue post-secondary 
film training or to seek employment in the film industry. 
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Art 

ART FOUNDATIONS 10 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  None 
This 20 week foundational art course will cover a wide range of visual 
art disciplines using a variety of art media and techniques. Topics will 
include: Elements and Principles of Design, Image Strategies, Colour 
Theory, Drawing and Painting, Oil Pastels, Lino Cut Prints, Paper 
Mache, Graphic Design, and Art History. Upon completion, students 
will acquire the basic skills and confidence to continue to the next level 
of visual arts in their chosen areas of interest. Awaken the artist within 
you! 
 
STUDIO ART: DRAWING AND PAINTING FOUNDATIONS 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  Art Foundations 10 
This studio course will enable students to learn both foundational and 
more advanced art skills and creative design strategies through a variety 
of 2D and 3D activities.  Students are encouraged to engage in 

exploration and work with greater independence in a studio setting.  
Suggested projects include:  drawing techniques (pencils, pastels, 
charcoal, and ink), painting (water colours, acrylics, and oils), mixed 
media, poster and graphic design, digital photography, printmaking, 
wire and paper sculpture, T-shirt silk screening, and glasswork.  
Additional units in art history, perspective, and the application of the 
elements and principles of design will be included.  Basic supplies 
required:  sketchbook, drawing pencils, eraser, tortillon, and ruler. 
 
STUDIO GLASS 11  
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  None 
Students will be introduced to glass in several different forms and many 
techniques in glass manipulation. Students will learn about the history of 
glass and the many uses it has had in art and daily life over the last two 
thousand years. After understanding the safe way to handle glass and 
glass equipment, students will work through various projects each 
introducing a new technique. 
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Art 

STUDIO ART: DRAWING AND PAINTING ADVANCED 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  SA: Drawing and Painting Intro or teacher permission  
This studio course will enable serious and advanced students to develop 
their artistic and creative skills through a variety of 2D and 3D activities.  
Students are encouraged to work in a more self-directed approach in a 
studio setting with an emphasis on individual expression. Artwork will 
include art history as well as the application of the elements and 
principles of design.  Projects may include:  drawing, painting, sculpture, 
graphic design, digital imagery, glasswork, and mural art.  Students will 
propose and complete visual experiments in selected media culminating 
in a final exhibition.  In addition, a comprehensive portfolio of artwork 
will benefit students preparing for post-secondary programs.  Basic 
supplies required:  sketchbook, drawing pencils, eraser, tortillon, ruler, 
etc. 
 
STUDIO ART: PRINTMAKING AND GRAPHIC DESIGN FOUNDATIONS 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course will enable students to develop strong foundational art skills 
in image development, context, and design elements and principles as it 
pertains to Printmaking and Graphic Design.  Projects and media may 
include:  poster design, airbrush work, T-shirt silk screening, lettering, 
advertisements, computer generated artwork, digital photography and 
imagery, magazine art, relief woodcuts, block printing, fabric painting, 
decorator screens, and art cards.  Students are encouraged to work with 
self-expression and greater independence in a studio setting and will learn 
the proper techniques in handling tools and equipment used in the 
production of their art.   It is recommended that final projects or photos 
be submitted into grad portfolios.   
 
STUDIO ART: PRINTMAKING AND GRAPHIC DESIGN ADVANCED 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  SA: Printmaking and Graphic Design Foundations or teacher 
permission  
This course will enable students to develop more advanced art skills in 
image development, context, and design elements and principles as it 
pertains to Printmaking and Graphic Design.  Projects and media may 

include:  poster design, airbrush work, murals, silk screening, digital 
photography, computer art, lino block printing, relief woodcuts, and art 
cards.  Students are encouraged to work in an independent, self-directed 
manner in a studio setting and will learn the proper techniques in 
handling tools and equipment used in the production of their art.  It is 
recommended that final projects or photos be submitted into grad 
portfolios. 
 
STUDIO ART: CERAMICS and SCULPTURE FOUNDATIONS 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course will enable students to develop skills in image development, 
context, and elements and principles of design in the area of Ceramics 
and Sculpture.  Projects and media may include:  ceramics (clay, glazes, 
stains), sculpture (wood, plastic, cardboard, wire, concrete stepping 
stones, papier-mâché, etc.), recycled objects, and glasswork.  Students are 
encouraged to work with greater independence in a studio setting and 
will learn new techniques and skills in handling a range of tools and 
equipment necessary to create their projects.  Photos of student work 
may be submitted into grad portfolios. 
 
STUDIO ART: CERAMICS and SCULPTURE ADVANCED 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  SA: Ceramics and Sculpture Foundations or permission from 
teacher.  
This course will continue to develop skills learned in Studio Art: CS 
Foundations. 

STUDIO ART 12AP: DRAWING or 2D DESIGN ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  Any of: Studio Art: P/G or D/P class and teacher permission  
This course will allow the motivated, senior student to complete their 
artwork for submission to the AP Art Portfolio for final examination in 
either Advanced Drawing or 2D Design.  Submitted work can include 
work from the previous year in Pre-AP Studio Art 11 and must adhere to 
strict AP requirements and guidelines in Quality, Concentration, and 
Breadth.  Steady progress and commitment must be maintained in order 
to complete the required body of work by the given timelines.  
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Performing Arts 

INTRODUCTION TO THEATRE 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  None 
This is a fun yet challenging course designed to introduce students to elements of 
theatre including Acting and Stage Production in order to build on the 
foundation skills covered in Drama 9 and prepare students for the senior Acting 
classes (Acting 11 and 12).  Students will complete units of work including 
Clowning, Conflict and Stanislavski to improve their acting repertoire and also be 
introduced to the technical side of theatre production (lighting design, 
soundscapes, set designs, props and costumes, publicity and front-of-house). 
 
ACTING 11 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  Introduction to Stage or extra-curricular performance experience  
Students in this class will be responsible for mounting the Children's Theatre 
Production in December which includes performing during the evening and the 
school day to a paying audience.  Students will gain experience in the rehearsal 
process, working as an ensemble and overcoming the unique challenges of 
performing live in front of a young audience.  This course provides opportunities 
for students to develop their acting skills, specifically using their vocal and 
physical skills to enhance characterization. 
 

ACTING 12 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  Acting 11 or extra-curricular performance  
Students in this class will be responsible for mounting the Senior Theatre 
Production in late May which involves completing a five-evening run to a paying 
audience.  Students will gain experience in the rehearsal process, working as an 
ensemble and overcoming the challenges of live performance.  The production 
chosen for this class is designed to challenge acting students to develop their 
performance skills; students will be given opportunities to improve their 
performance range, explore subtlety, nuance and emotional truth. 
 
TECHNICAL THEATRE 11/12 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course is designed for senior students who are interested in 
and have shown aptitude for technical theatre.  Students will work alongside the 
Acting 11 or 12 students and provide the technical support for the semester's 
theatre production.  Opportunities will be provided for design – set and lighting/
sound – as well as experience in working with props, costumes and make-up.  
Students will also be responsible for operating technical equipment during 
performances and working as backstage crew and/or front-of-house. 

Ac ng/Stagecra  
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Music 

Note: All Music courses usually culminate with a spring performance tour.  

Guitar  
 

Contemporary 
Music 
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Music 

CHAMBER CHOIR/VOCAL JAZZ 10/11/12 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite:  Choral Music 11 or by audition 
This course is designed for the student who feels they have a good singing 
voice and want a challenge. It is open to all grades and must pass an 
audition in the spring. The choir has won numerous awards each year.  
 
CONCERT BAND 10 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite:  BA 9 or teacher permission  
This is a performance-oriented course that continues the development of 
music performance abilities and assists in developing an understanding of 
music related concepts.  Participation in the RSS Grade 10 Concert Band 
and related performances is mandatory.   
 
CONCERT BAND 11 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite:  CB 10 or teacher permission  
This is a performance-oriented course that continues the development of 
music performance abilities and assists in developing an understanding of 
music related concepts.  Participation in the RSS Grade 10 Concert Band 
and related performances is mandatory.   
 
CONCERT BAND 12 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite:  CB11 or teacher permission  
This is a performance-oriented course that continues the development of 
music performance abilities and assists in developing an understanding of 
music-related concepts.  Participation in the RSS Grade 12 Concert Band 
and related performances is mandatory  
 
CONCERT CHOIR 10/11 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite:  none 
This course deals with basic choral technique in a performance setting. 
Classes happen outside of the normal class times due to the fact that it is a 
multi- grade program. Students will be singing in many different styles. 
Participation in concerts is mandatory.  

CONCERT CHOIR 12 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite:  Concert Choir 11 or by audition  
This course deals with basic choral technique in a performance setting. 
Classes happen outside of the normal class times due to the fact that it is a 
multi- grade program. Students will be singing in many different styles. 
Participation in concerts is mandatory.  
 
JAZZ BAND 10: JAZZ STUDIES  
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite:  BA 9 (Jazz Band) or permission from instructor  
This course is offered to students interested in the area of Jazz. Students 
will learn various Jazz styles through performance. Students must be 
prepared to learn improvisational skills and perform solos with the group. 
Classes happen outside of the normal class times due to the fact that it is a 
multi- grade program. Students will be playing in many different styles. 
Participation in concerts is a required part of the course. The course 
usually culminates with a spring performance tour. 
*NOTE: Students must enroll in Concert Band 10 to enroll in Jazz Band 
10. 
 
JAZZ BAND 11: JAZZ STUDIES  
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite:  MMJB 10 (Jazz Band) or permission from instructor This 
course is offered to students interested in the area of Jazz. Students will 
learn various Jazz styles through performance. Students must be prepared 
to learn improvisational skills and perform solos with the group. Classes 
happen outside of the normal class times due to the fact that it is a multi- 
grade program. Students will be playing in many different styles. 
Participation in concerts is a required part of the course. The course 
usually culminates with a spring performance tour. 
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Music 

JAZZ BAND 12: JAZZ STUDIES  
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite:  MMJB 11 (Jazz Band) or permission from instructor This 
course is offered to students interested in the area of Jazz. Students will 
learn various Jazz styles through performance. Students must be prepared 
to learn improvisational skills and perform solos with the group. Classes 
happen outside of the normal class times due to the fact that it is a multi- 
grade program. Students will be playing in many different styles. 
Participation in concerts is a required part of the course. The course 
usually culminates with a spring performance tour. 
 
GUITAR  
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite:  None 
This course is for students that wish to learn and improve guitar skills by 
playing in a group setting. Students will learn variety of musical styles 
including Classical, Jazz, Blues, Latin, Folk, Pop, and Rock. Students will 
develop technical skills such as playing scales, chords, strumming patterns 
and fingerpicking, reading notes, chord symbols and tablature and 
improvising. Students will prepare a few pieces of music and perform in a 
concert. This course is open to all students. Students must either own or 
rent their own guitar.  
 
 
CONTEMPORARY MUSIC 
Credits: 4  
Prerequisite:  None 
Contemporary Music is a course for students interested in creating, and 
performing contemporary popular music. Students explore musical 
characteristics and instrumentation common in Rock, Jazz, Blues, Pop, 
Electronic, Hip hop, Alternative and more. Students must either rent or 
own their own instrument. This course is for students that sing and/or 
have begun learning an instrument and would like learn to play in a 
group setting. In addition to developing musical skills and technique 
students will examine the music industry, marketing, performance 
techniques, stage and live equipment set up, live and studio mixing, using 

microphones, song writing and recording. Students will be involved in 
organizing, setting up and performing at various concerts and gigs 
throughout the year. Some course time may be allotted outside the 
timetable.  
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EMERGENCY MEDICAL RESPONDER 
Credits: 8 
Prerequisite:  Written application to the instructor 
EMR is a Canada wide standard for industrial first aid as well as an entry 
level qualification to work for an ambulance service.  EMRs’ may work in 
industry providing required medical services for worksites, especially higher 
risk or more remote worksites, or for ski patrol.  EMRs’ may also be hired by 
ambulance services in rural areas of British Columbia. Any students who are 
interested in a career in emergency would benefit from this course.  
Specifically, the EMR course is the pre-requisite to continue on into the 
Primary Care Paramedic program. 
Students will cover such topics as: EMR equipment and safety; legal and 
ethical issues; patient assessment and vital signs; adult/child/infant CPR with 
defibrillation; treatments and protocols for common medical traumatic 
emergencies; childbirth and pediatrics; pharmacology; intravenous 
maintenance; special rescue; hazardous materials awareness. Students 
enrolled in EMR must also complete the online course, “Studies in 
Emergency Medical Services.” Program Fees—please see instructor. 
It would be beneficial (but not required) for EMR students to have 
completed or be enrolled in Biology 12. 
 
RSS FIRE ACADEMY 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  Written application to the instructor 
The RSS firefighting program is a partnership with Joe Rich Fire Rescue. This 
program will deliver the following components: 
 
1)  EMERGENCY MEDICAL RESPONDER 
 Credits:  8 
 Prerequisite:  enrollment in Fire Academy 
 EMR is a Canada wide standard for industrial first aid as well as an entry 

level qualification to work for an ambulance service.  Emergency 
medical responders may work in industry providing required medical 
services for worksites, especially higher risk or more remote worksites, 
or for ski patrol.  Licensed emergency medical responders may also be 
hired by ambulance services in rural areas of British Columbia. Any 
students who are interested in a career in emergency services or health 

care would benefit from this course.  Specifically, the EMR course is the 
pre-requisite to continue on into the Primary Care Paramedic program. 

 
 Students will cover such topics as: EMR equipment and safety; legal and 

ethical issues; patient assessment and vital signs; adult/child/infant CPR 
with defibrillation; treatments and protocols for common medical 
traumatic emergencies; childbirth and pediatrics; pharmacology; 
intravenous maintenance; special rescue; hazardous materials awareness.  

 Students enrolled in EMR must also complete the online course, “Studies 
in Emergency Medical Services.” 

 It would be beneficial (but not required) for EMR students to have 
completed or be enrolled in Biology 12. 

 
2) FIRE SERVICES  
 Credits: 8 
 Prerequisite:  enrollment in Fire Academy 
 This course is meant for students who are possibility interested in 

firefighting as a career.  In conjunction with Joe Rich Fire Rescue, 
students will learn the theory and practical applications behind the basic 
skills required to be a firefighter.  Students will cover topics such as safety 
and protective equipment, hose lines and pumping, fire behavior and 
rescue and extrication.  The curriculum will be designed to match the BC 
Office of the Fire Commissioner Exterior firefighter level.  Students will 
also have the opportunity to complete the S-100 Wildland Firefighting 
course.  Students who wish to be certified at this level will be required to 
pay extra fees. Over the years, the skills of a firefighter have evolved to 
include medical training and this now makes up a significant portion of 
all fire department responses.  The first half of this course will be First 
Responder Level III/Emergency Medical Responder Certification (see 
EMR description).   

Notes:   
 Students will be responsible for their own transportation to the fire 

station for the second half of the course. 
 Completion of an independent study component is also required. 

Specialty Programs:  
Emergency Medical Responder and Fire Academy 
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FIRE MANAGEMENT AND SILVICULTURE 11 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  Enrollment in Forestry Program  
The Fire Management and Silviculture Activities course is an introductory course 
for basic fire suppression and safety.  Students explore the role of fire as a natural 
part of forest ecosystems and forest succession. The course offers students the 
opportunity to obtain a Certificate in basic fire suppression and safety.  Students 
will also be introduced to parts of the S232 – pumps and water delivery systems.  
The fire management course is taught at High Country Forestry and Fire.  
Successful students will have the opportunity to work for the Ministry of Forests, 
Fire Protection Branch, in the capacity of a Wildfire Firefighter. Students will also 
review and participate in the collection of tree seed, work in a tree seedling 
nursery to view the seedling and growing of stock and follow with the planting 
of tree seedlings. They will be given the opportunity to operate as quality 
control officers. 
 
SUSTAINABLE RESOURCES 11 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  Enrollment in Forestry Program  
Students will analyze the environmental, social, and economic significance of 
forestry and related industries at the local, provincial, and global levels; outline 
the dynamics of forest ecosystems; assess current practices related to the 
management of sustainable forest resources in British Columbia; investigate 
current practices related to the development of commercial forest products; 
illustrate various roles of technology in forest practices; analyze challenges and 
opportunities faced by forest industries in British Columbia. 
 
 
CERTIFIED UTILITY ARBORIST SKILLS 11   
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  Enrollment in Forestry Program  
Students will be able to:  The Utility Arborist Skill Training course is an 
introductory level course designed to help students develop and master new 
skills and knowledge about the tree care industry near overhead power lines (or 
in absence of such lines).  Students are introduced to basic safety objectives, pre 
work planning and accident prevention practices, leadership, communication 
and personal development skills. 

This course will introduce and extend current skills and knowledge used in 
Forestry related disciplines.  Since current job trends also involve application as 
“Urban Foresters” the tree care industry is evolving to include elevated tree 
work that requires skilled, athletic, safe and motivated workers. Students are 
prepared for entry level work aspects of this industry, through the knowledge 
and skills gained in the combination of forestry courses at Rutland Senior 
Secondary. Currently there is an articulated Memorandum of Understanding in 
place with the Electrical Industry Training Institute that formalizes the elevated 
and utility training specifically received. 
 
FOREST (OUTDOOR) EDUCATION 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  Enrollment in Forestry Program  
Students who have completed YPR--1A-4S will have successfully demonstrated 
that they have the following knowledge and skills: 
 to demonstrate an understanding of the history of forest land ownership in 

British Columbia 
 to demonstrate an awareness of a variety of perspectives on land claims 

affecting forests 
 to explain the Biogeoclimatic System of Ecosystems Classification in British 

Columbia 
 to compare silviculture systems 
 to identify various harvesting methods 
 to identify the roles of various insects and diseases within the forests 
 to assess the role of fire as a part of a forest ecosystem 
 
SMALL MOTORS  
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  Enrollment in Forestry Program  
The objective of this course is for students to gain an understanding of the 
mechanical principles behind the internal combustion engine. Specifically, 4 
stroke and 2 stroke small engines will be covered in detail. This includes theory 
of operation, maintenance, troubleshooting and overhauling. Skills learned will 
be largely applicable to machinery such as chainsaws, lawnmowers, motorbikes 
and ATVs. Students will have the opportunity to disassemble and reassemble a 
small engine.  
 

Specialty Programs: Forestry 

FORESTRY - (FOREST RESOURCE FIELD STUDIES) 
Part A –Grade 11, Semester 2 

Total grade 11 Forestry credits: 20 
*NOTE: Students must be enrolled in the forestry program (full time) to access these classes.  Individual classes are not available to students  

outside of the program. 
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SILVICULTURE 12A  
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  Enrollment in Forestry Program  
The course offers students the opportunity to learn about Silviculture Systems 
and observe active logging operations. The students will be introduced to 
different harvesting methods, harvest planning and forest landscapes.  Nursery 
operations, site examination, regeneration, contract planting, brush control 
methods and spacing are components of the course.  Stocking surveys build on 
the knowledge gained in the forestry 11 curriculum. 
 
SFOREST ENGINEERING 
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  Enrollment in Forestry Program  
The Forest Engineering course is an introductory course for road and block 
layout.  Geographic Positioning System (GPS), hand traverse and mapping and 
builds on basic information gained in Forestry 11, Air Photos, Mapping and GPS.  
An introduction to Terrain Stability for sensitive slopes and the computer 
program RoadEng will complete the course. 
 
SUSTAINABLE RESOURCES 12  
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  Enrollment in Forestry Program  
Students will examine the components of forest ecosystems; investigate the 
interactions found within a forest environment; assess the impact of 
environmental components and changes on a forest ecosystem; analyze the 
structure and growth of trees; examine the use of various mapping methods in 
forestry operations; apply measurement practices to collect data related to 
forests; investigate practices used in site layout and harvesting of forest resources; 
investigate technology related to the harvesting, transportation, and processing 
of forestry resources; assess the post-harvest practices of a managed forest; 
examine the tools and machinery used in support of safe forestry practices. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIOLOGY 11 – FORESTRY  
Credits: 4 
Prerequisite:  Enrollment in Forestry Program  
This portion of the course is completed outside of the timetable in a flipped 
classroom setting where students are required to complete assignments and 
quizzes before seminars and lectures are completed to fill in gaps in learning  
 
CAREER TRANSITIONS 12 / FORESTRY WORK EXPERIENCE  
Credits: 10 
Prerequisite:  Enrollment in Forestry Program  
Completion of "My Action Plan" (MAP).  In addition, RSS forestry students will 
receive training that enables them to qualify for their Level One Utility Arborist* 
Certificate. This is a Certified Apprenticeship Program that will allow students to 
directly enter the Utility Arborist employment field. Partial training for this is 
provided by the Electrical Training Institute. 
 
*Utility Arborist means a person who undertakes any work required to prune or 
clear vegetation in proximity to energized electrical equipment (a distance of 
three meters or less from a primary conductor with a voltage of 750 volts or 
greater), structures and conductors or who in the course of utility line clearing 
operations, prunes, falls, or removes trees which could come into contact with 
energized power lines.  
 
 

Specialty Programs: Forestry 

FORESTRY - (FOREST RESOURCE FIELD STUDIES) 
Part B –Grade 12, Semester 1 

Total grade 12 Forestry credits: 26 
*NOTE: Students must be enrolled in the forestry program (full time) to access these classes.  Individual classes are not available to students  
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Dual-credit programs in SD 23: 
1. Electricity and Industrial Electronics Technician – Pre  apprentice - 

BCIT 
2. Heavy Equipment – Trades - BCIT 
3. Computer Information Service Administration - BCIT 
4. Trades Programs at Okanagan College 
 
Secondary school grade 11 and 12 graduation credits are earned 
concurrently with completion of a Dual Credit course work. For each 10 
weeks of course work successfully completed, students will earn 8 
equivalent secondary school graduation credits. Completion of a full 
program will earn students 32 secondary school credits. 
 
Entrance Requirements 
Each program has its own specific academic entrance requirements listed 
on the following pages, but in general students will need the following 
to be considered: 
 Students that are enrolled in relevant tech ed. programs 
 A strong commitment to the chosen program as a long-term career 

choice. Minimum marks as per the course description 
 Demonstrated maturity and group work skills 
 
All secondary school students must meet the following entrance 
requirements: 

Dual Credit Application Form  
Grade 11 or half way through grade 12 
Cannot have graduated from high school 
Under 19 years of age and not graduated as of June 30th 
Placement preference will be given to students who are half way 
through their grade 12 year and have not graduated or students that 
are under 19 years of age and not graduated as of June 30th. 
Students must complete secondary school graduation prior to 
receiving BCIT certification. 

 
Registration 
The Dual Credit Coordinators at Rutland Senior Secondary School 
handle all registrations. Students in their grade 12 year may stay at their 
home school for the first semester and then enter their chosen Dual 

Credit program. All applicants should submit completed application 
forms to their career centre. The application will be date stamped on the 
date that it is received. 
 
Fees 
A tuition scholarship is available to all qualified students and transfer 
students to SD#23. Students will be expected to purchase their own 
copies of textbooks and supplies. All students must pay a $250.00 non-
refundable deposit. Under certain circumstances students may be asked 
to pay partial tuition fees. Please contact a Dual Credit Coordinator for 
further clarification. 
 
Further Education or Transfer Opportunities 
All course work completed is fully transferable to second year programs 
as well as many other post-secondary institutions. Students may also 
wish to consider an apprenticeship or further industry-based training. It is 
important to know that certification gained in Kelowna meets all BC 
standards and is recognized as being equal to credits earned at post-
secondary institutions. 
 
 
Information Sessions: see school Career Centre for dates and times 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SD 23 Dual Credit/Dual Credentials Certificate Programs  
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1. Electricity and Industrial Electronics Technician (Foundation) (Feb – Jan) 
 This program will provide graduates with the theory and practical skills 

necessary to enter the electrical trade and allow the students to obtain an 
apprenticeship.  The electrical worker plans, assembles, installs, tests, repairs 
and maintains electrical equipment and systems in commercial, industrial and 
marine facilities  Applicants should possess good health, the physical condition 
necessary to meet the demands of the work, good hearing and good hand/eye 
coordination.  All courses must be passed in order to successfully complete the 
program.  

 
Entrance Requirements  
English 12 or Communications 12   
Pre-Calculus 11 (C average required) 

  
 Graduates from this program may find job opportunities exist in the 

construction, mining, forestry, food productions, manufacturing, grain 
handling, transportation, utility and service industries.  Challenging career 
opportunities are available to the person who is prepared to acquire a broad 
range of technical skills.  

 
2. Heavy Mechanical Trades (Foundation) (Feb- Jan) 
 Diesel engine mechanics repair, maintain and rebuild diesel engines that power 

a wide variety of mobile and stationary machinery. Students learn to 
disassemble, rebuild and reassemble diesel engines; replace working parts such 
as pistons, rings, bearings, gears, valves and bushings; rebuild engine blocks, 
cylinder heads, sub-assemblies and components; and repair fuel, electrical and 
cooling support systems. 

 
Entrance Requirements 
English 12 or Communications 12  
Any Math 11  

 
 Graduates of this program are prepared for entry-level employment as heavy 

duty mechanics. Upon successful completion of the program, students may 
seek employment as apprentices.  Heavy Duty mechanics are required 
wherever machinery is found in industry: railways, bus and truck lines, the 
marine industry, repair garages, logging and mining camps, and dealerships. 
Many opportunities exist in this trade. However, graduates should be 
prepared to work out of town in entry-level jobs in industry until trainee 
positions become available. 

 
 The completion of Heavy Mechanical Trades program will offer credit 

towards completion of the Heavy Duty Mechanic apprenticeship.  

3. Computer Information Systems Administration (Feb– June) 
 
 Delivery: Full day every second day.  Students will need to schedule courses 

at their home school on days not in session. 
 
 Credits: 16 grade 12 credits (Equivalent to 3 BCIT Courses) 
 
 Program: Year 1  Level 1 - Kelowna 
 Cisco IT Essentials: PC Hardware and Software 
 CCNA Routing & Switching: Introduction to Networks 
 CCNA Routing & Switching: Routing and Switching Essentials 
 Linux Essentials 
 Articulation Course - For students that are planning to go to BCIT 
 CITX 2500 - Computer Administration for Advanced Placement in November 
 
 Year 1 Level 2 - BCIT Burnaby in November to continue in the CISA Program. 
 

Entrance Requirements   
 English 12 (C average required) 
 Math 11 (C average required) 
 Computer Programming is highly recommended 

 
 This is a dual-credit course in partnership with BCIT. Through a series of labs 

and projects students will learn: Computer Hardware & Maintenance (Cisco 
IT Essentials), Network Fundamentals (CCNA Routing & Switching: 
Introduction to Networks and Routing and Switching Essentials) and Linux 
Fundamentals (Linux Essentials). The program is based upon appropriate 
industry standards infrastructure and technology. It covers computer 
hardware, operating systems, networking and internet technology. On 
successful completion of the CISA Program at RSS, students will receive a Year 
1 Level 1 advanced standing to transfer into the CISA Program, Year 1 Level 2 
at BCIT, Burnaby once the Articulation Course, CITX 2500 is completed. 
Graduates from this program will find job opportunities in every sector of 
business that processes, installs, configures, and troubleshoots both PC 
hardware, software and networking components as part of its activities and/
or day-to-day operations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SD 23 Dual Credit/Dual Credentials Certificate Programs  
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The Rutland Senior Secondary program falls under the ACE-IT model from 
the ITA.   
 
School Based ACE-IT Programs: 
 
ACE-IT (Accelerated Credit Enrolment in Industry Training) is an industry 
training program for high school students. Through an ACE IT program, 
students can take courses that will give them both high school graduation 
credits and a head start towards completion of an apprenticeship program.  
ACE IT programs are developed and offered as partnerships between school 
districts and post-secondary institutions.  Once students successfully complete 
an ACE IT program (70%) they receive credit for at least Level One of the 
technical training (in-class) component of the Industry training program. 
 
A partnership with a local builder School District 23, Rutland Senior 
Secondary and Okanagan College has provided students with the opportunity 
to be involved in the building of a quality home at Towers Ranch.  This 
program provides students with the necessary theoretical and practical 
knowledge to seek employment as an apprentice carpenter in the residential 
construction industry.  Students are introduced to all aspects of the trade and 
through the construction of an actual house students are given the 
opportunity to work with a variety of tools and materials used by carpenters. 
Focus is on developing practical skills for the residential construction 
workplace.  
 
Students will be able to challenge both the Residential Construction Level 1 
Carpentry and the Framing Tech. Certificate if they achieve a 70% average in 
the theory and practical components of the 20 week course. 
 
Entrance Requirements: English 12 or Communications 12  

Apprenticeship & Workplace Math 11 or Pre 
Calculus 11 (Accounting 11 is not acceptable) 
 

 
 
 

Credits:  16 
School District No 23 and Okanagan College are partnering together to 
deliver the ITA Youth Explore trades  program to assist students in their career 
exploration while learning trades and technology skills.   Students in grades 10
-12 will have the opportunity to sample various trades programs (Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing, and Sheet Metal) that are currently in demand in BC.    
 
The central outcome of the ITA Trades Sampler program is to provide 
students with an opportunity to explore several careers in the construction 
trades through relevant hands-on experiences while working towards their 
high school graduation.   
 
Students will be engaged in several related hands-on projects/activities as well 
as building science and trades related math. Topics covered include:  
 Drafting 
 Carpentry 
 Electrical 
 Plumbing 
 Sheet Metal 
 Applied Math/Science 
 Safe Work Practices 
One of the goals of the Trades Sampler program is to help students explore 
one of the many careers in the construction trades. Students will be able to 
apply for a Dual Credit Trades Program with one of our post-secondary 
partners upon program completion and may be given preferential seating in 
their grade 12 school year.  In addition, students may qualify for a ITA Youth 
Work placement with an employer as an apprentice where the students will 
earn a wage while they are learning their chosen trade.   
 
There is program fee of $200 which covers the cost of the tool kit (students 
will own the kit at completion),  job-ready certifications, safety training, and a 
project fee. Families who experience financial hardship should contact their 
school to discuss options.  

 
 
 

SD 23 Dual Credit/Dual Credentials Certificate Programs  

Residential Construction Trades Sampler 
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PROGRAM RATIONALE  
The Mount Boucherie Secondary School Hairdressing Academy is an 
*Accelerated Credit Enrollment in Industry Training (ACE IT) program, designed 
for grades 11 and 12 students who have a serious interest in exploring 
hairdressing as a viable career choice. Our program is composed of theory and 
applied skills hairdressing courses and salon work experience hours. This is in 
addition to any other academic courses that they will require, by the BC Ministry 
of Education, for high school graduation. Students must complete all seven 
hairdressing courses consecutively, and complete additional industry training 
hours through salon jobs and/or work experience placements, for a total of 900 
industry training hours. The MBS Hairdressing Academy is under the umbrella of 
the Industry Training Authority, and the students will have the opportunity to 
write the ITA theory Certification of Qualification exam. 
 
ENROLLMENT  
Mount Boucherie Hairdressing Academy enrolls 18 grade 11 & 12 students. 
Student intake happens in September. Preference is given to students who have 
an excellent attendance record, portray professionalism, are self-motivated, and 
who exhibit dedication to learning.  
 
PROFESSIONAL EQUIPMENT FEE  
There will be a student equipment fee of $850 (depending on equipment 
prices). A payment schedule can be arranged at the time of admittance to the 
MBS Hairdressing Academy. A $200.00 deposit must be given at time of 
registration.  
As per Board policy, no student will be excluded from an educational program 
due to financial need. If paying the fee for the academy is a hardship, parents are 
asked to contact the principal for support with academy fee.  
Hairdressing students will receive:  
 Professional Hairdressing kit  
 Text/Professional reference & study guide  
 Membership to Beauty Council  
 Membership to CIABC & ITA  
 ITA Red Seal theory exam fee  
 supplementary learning and instructional resources  
 Opportunity to join the Professional Beauty Association $45.00  
 
For additional information contact MBSS at (250) 712-7040  
maurita.graham@sd23.bc.ca or Barbara.butler@sd23.bc.ca 

Teacher/Stylist Career Life Program Co-ordinator  
The Secondary School Apprenticeship program is designed to allow grade 10 - 12 
students to become registered Apprentices with the Industry Training Authority 
(ITA) while completing B.C. Graduation requirements. The students selected to 
participate in this program must be motivated and have an aptitude in the 
selected trade, as well as maintain passing grades in the selected course of 
studies. 
 
Special Features of Program: 
 must successfully complete an application and selection process involving 

application form, letters of recommendation and interview. 
 must successfully complete a 3 to 5 day unpaid work orientation period. 
 must be registered with an acceptable employer. 
 must successfully complete a minimum of 480 hr. of paid work experience 

in selected trade prior to graduation.  When student successfully completes 
480 creditable hours, they will receive the following high school course 
credits:  SSA 11A, SSA 11B, SSA 12A, SSA 12B. 

 must maintain a C+/B average in courses most relevant to the selected trade 
(e.g. auto mechanics - Math 11, Physics 11, Mechanics 11 and 12, English 11). 

 successfully graduate with B.C. Graduation Certificate. 
 School District may assist in the location of a host employer. 
 student will make the transition from school to work in a more efficient 

manner. 
 student will be paid during training process and will accumulate hours 

towards his/her journey person status. 
 
Details relating to the application procedure for this program may be obtained 
through the Career Programs teachers or Career Centre Manager in the 
Counseling/Career Centre. 

Specialty Programs 

Hairdressing (MBSS)  Apprenticeship Program 
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Aboriginal Leadership provides youth with leadership experience in and 
out of school by providing local and global citizenship 
opportunities.  This course emphasizes understanding of First Nations 
culture, history and language and development of well-rounded 
individuals with a sense of belonging and spiritual understanding to 
pursue ambitions in life that enhance cultural understanding and 
community connections. The learning outcomes for this course align 
with BAA Leadership 12.   

 
English 11 continues the study of language and literature and 
builds upon those skills learned in English 10 First Peoples.  English 11 
First Peoples is intended for both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
students. It represents an invitation to all learners to explore and 
discover First Peoples world views through the study of literary, 
informational and media text with local, Canadian and international 
First Peoples content. English 11 First Peoples provides opportunities for 
all students to engage with First Peoples creative expression and enter 
the worlds of First Peoples provincially, nationally, and 
internationally.  This course focuses on the experiences, values, beliefs, 
and lived realities of First Peoples as evidenced in various forms of text—
including oral story, speech, poetry, dramatic work, dance, song, film, 
and prose (non-fiction and fiction). English 11 First Peoples is the 
academic equivalent of English 11. Students will develop the English 
language and literacy skills and capacities they must have in order to 
meet British Columbia’s graduation requirements.  
 

English 12 First Peoples is an academic alternative English 12 course that 
is based on the study of literature that represents authentic First Peoples 
voices.  Such text includes oral, visual, and film texts as well as written 
works.  The course is designed to appeal to students who are interested 
in gaining a background in First Peoples world views as well as an 
understanding of the interaction between First Peoples and European 
cultures.  It takes a thematic approach to First Peoples literature and 
addresses a variety of topics important to First Peoples.   
As an English 12 equivalent, English 12 First Peoples also focuses on the 
practice and improvement of students’ written and oral communication 
skills.  Furthermore, all English 12 First Peoples students are required to 
write the provincial examination which is worth 40% of their final 
grade. 

 

 

Specialty Programs:  
Aboriginal Education Academy 
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WHAT IS AP? 
The Advanced Placement Program (AP) is an international program of 
acceleration and enrichment which allows bright and motivated students to 
actually begin their College or University studies while still in high school.  AP 
courses are equivalent to first year university courses in all ways except for class 
size and cost.  They contain the same (or greater) content of the comparable 
courses found in Canadian Colleges and Universities.   

 
WHAT DOES A STUDENT GET OUT OF TAKING AN AP COURSE? 
1.  Course Credit or Placement The original purpose of the AP program was to 

recognize that some students in secondary school are capable of and ready 
for challenge beyond the regular curriculum and to provide that challenge.  
Colleges and Universities have recognized over the years that students who 
take AP courses are at least as well prepared, and in fact usually better 
prepared, than regular first year students.  As a result, most Canadian 
Universities are prepared to offer AP students exemption from taking their 
equivalent course (called placement), or credit (actual course credits granted 
by them) for the AP course(s).  Obviously, from a student’s point of view, 
credit is preferable as it can save lots of money! 

 
2. Exposure to University Level Expectations  Since all AP courses offer 

instruction at first year university level, following university level curricula, 
using university level texts and resources, students gain the real benefit of 
having experienced these rigors prior to going to university.  Studies by the 
College Board following up on AP students find a very high level of success 
by these students in first and second year courses beyond regular entry 
students. 

 
3.  Challenge   AP courses give students an opportunity to challenge themselves 

beyond the normal expectations and thereby extend themselves 
intellectually.  It also teaches students to develop effective work and study 
habits crucial to survival and success after secondary school. 

 
4. Preparation   AP courses are excellent preparation for Provincial exams. 
 
WHO SHOULD CONSIDER TAKING AP COURSES? 
A student taking AP does not necessarily require high intelligence.  The 
characteristics below are of greater importance than raw intelligence: 

 A proven record of success in school, particularly in the Pre-AP courses that 
lead to the AP course that you are thinking of taking. 

 A serious commitment to and recognition of the importance of education. 
 Motivation to achieve an ever-higher level of personal achievement. 
 A well-developed work ethic including positive attitudes towards learning, 

challenge, and the consistent production of high quality work. 
 
AP is not a gifted program for the select few.  It is a program of enrichment and 
acceleration for the interested and motivated student. 
 
WHAT ARE THE AP EXAMS? 
Each of the AP courses has a final exam.  For a college or university to consider 
granting you credit or placement for your AP course, you must write and pass 
the AP exam for that course.  This exam is developed by a committee of AP 
teachers and University professors under contract to the College Board.  The 
exams are 3 hours long and are written worldwide during the second and third 
week in May each year.  The exams are sent to the College Board who hires AP 
teachers and university professors to mark them.  Results of the exam are 
converted to a 5-point scale and mailed to students, their secondary school, and 
colleges or universities of the student’s choice.  The mark on the exam is really 
the College Boards way of providing recommendations to universities about the 
relative preparedness of this student for advanced placement at their university.  
Any student who scores a 4 or 5 on an AP exam can use their result to apply for 
a Provincial Scholarship. 
 
DO CANADIAN UNIVERSITIES REALLY ACCEPT AP? 
Yes!  Every university develops their own acceptance policy for AP as they see 
fit, but all major Canadian Colleges and Universities have acceptance policies in 
place that grant AP students placement, course credit, or both.  For example, 
McGill grants credit and placement for any AP course with a score of 3 or better.  
UBC grants credit for some and placement for others with a score of 4 or 5.  
Your counselor can provide you with each university’s policy. 
 
DOES AP COST ME ANY MONEY? 
There is a fee to write the AP exam part of which the school subsidizes.   
 
DO I GET HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT FOR AP COURSES AS WELL AS COLLEGE? 
Yes.  The BC Ministry of Education recognizes all AP courses for credit.  
Generally you get credit for the equivalent high school course plus additional 
credit that the Ministry has determined an AP course is beyond the regular 
course if you complete the course by writing the exam. 

Advanced Placement Program 

At RSS, we offer AP courses in Art, Environmental Science,  
English, Biology, Physics, Chemistry and Calculus 


